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February 16, 2010, Fat Tuesday in Yuma, AZ 
With Jim and Angela 
jimgregory3@gmail.com or 360-600-8621 
 
March 18, 2010 ODR Potluck at Cathedral City, 
Mary Ann & George Storey, Rally Masters, 
mastorey726@yahoo.com 
 
March 22—25, 2010 FMCA Albuquerque Bal-
loon Festival and Int’l Convention 
 
May, 2010 CCI Texas Roundup Rally Kerrville, 

Texas, 800-537-0622 

May 21-23, 2010 Hoodsport Canal Event,     
Dana & Frank Suttell, Rally Masters, 

fdsutt@wavecable.com or 360-876-1197 

July 13—18, 2010 Lake Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 
@ Blackwell Island RV Park, Fred Dent, Rally 
Master, dent@u.washington.edu or 206-282-

6798 

August 6—10 , 2010  NWCC Pre FMCA Event, 
LaPine,OR, Millie and Ken Blodgett,  Rally Mas-

ters, rvredmill@pngusa.net or 541-447-7838 

August 11-14, 2010 FMCA Rally Redmond  

August 25-29, 2010 CCI Reunion Albany, OR 

September 24—26, 2010 Prosser Balloon 
Festival, Richard & Sibylie Beck, Rally Masters, 

sib@nu-teksupply.com or 503-399-0636 

October 8—10, 2010—Leavenworth, WA Octo-

ber Fest 

October 25-29, 2010 CCI Fall Party Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina 

November 5—7, 2010 Long Beach, WA @ Ander-

sen’s RV Park, Fred Dent , Rally Master, 

dent@u.washington.edu or 206- 282-6798 

 

NW Country Coachers 

4205 SE Paradise Ct. 

Milwaukie, OR 97267 

 

 

 

  

TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE NEW YEARS. . . .  
     T‖was the night before New Years, and out on the street, sat my poor little 
Intrigue, all covered with sleet. The starter was frozen, the battery dead, and 
clusters of icicles hung from the head. Mama with the cables, and I with the 
wrench, were trying to start it, but drawing a blank. The best we could raise 
was a weak little clatter and we couldn't determine just what was the matter. 
When what did our wandering eyeballs perceive, but a fat little man you just 
wouldn't believe. His cap was made up from a bundle of wire, the tails of his 
coat were a crackling fire: His eyes were like lightbulbs (and one didn't work) 
the man was a real electrical jerk. He was so badly wired, I knew in a wink, 
that this poor apparition was from Country Coach, INC. 
     He opened the bonnet and started to poke, thus causing a short and a puff of 
blue smoke. He crackled and sizzled, then giving a zap, he fractured the damn 
distributor cap. He walked to the back end, and giving a thump, he jammed up the 
points on my Bosch fuel pump. And laying a finger aside of his nose, he sizzled 
away while the two of us froze. He sprang to his truck, in a movement so smart , 
we almost expected the damn thing to start. The starter turned over, the engine 
roared out, and over the clatter we heard him shout: "Out Prevost, Out Tiffin, 
Out Itasca and Newell, Out Jay Howard too, this cold winter's night, and we heard 
him exclaim, as skyward he roared, "So long, crazy RVers' I'm powered by FORD'— 
–Herb Harris, Old Intrigue 10161 
 

 
 

President’s Message 
Happy New Year everyone!  Things have been a little quiet with 

your club for the last month, however, it is dues renewal time.  If 

you have not yet renewed for 2010 please do so soon.  You will 

find a renewal form with this newsletter and you should get an 

eMail reminder in January.  We will be mailing a final dues notice 

to those of you who have not renewed by the end of January.  

Please renew now to save your club the cost of mailing you a re-

minder.  We understand that lifestyles change and that your needs 

change so if you have decided not to renew for 2010 please let us 

know.  The club will start sending the new name badges after we have renewals done for 

2010.  The badges will probably be ready sometime in March. 

     Your club will be busy in 2010 as you can see from the club event calendar in the newslet-

ter.  We have several weekend events planned in Washington which are always popular (and 

easy to plan).  We‟d like to see more similar events in Oregon as well.  If you have some 

ideas, please let us know.  There is no reason we can‟t have two weekend events in a month, 

one in Oregon and one in Washington or anywhere else in the North West. 

     If you would like to help plan a rally please let us know.  We can use some help planning 

the Lake Coeur d‟Alene Rally activities in particular.  The event is booked and the registra-

tion is ready to go but we could use help planning the event itinerary.  We have lots of infor-

mation and a very helpful coordinator at Blackwell Island to help with our planning. 

     Sometimes people ask me „What do you get from an RV club?‟  I tell them „a lot!‟  Be-

sides the wonderful friends I‟ve made in RV clubs over the years, I‟ve learned an awful lot 

about the RV lifestyle from RV friends.  The club also gets me out in my motorhome more 

often to participate in the club events.  Probably the second most valuable thing I get from my     

Event Calendar  
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membership (after making friends) is knowledge about my coach, 

where to get services, how to „do it myself.‟  In NorthWest Country 

Coachers I‟ve learned more from the members about my coach than 

I ever learned from the factory or dealer!  As an example, I had a 

perplexing problem in my 2008 Intrigue with my fresh water tank 

slowly filling whenever I was on water service even though the 

valve was firmly set to City Water and not Tank Fill.  My dealer 

replaced the diverter valve twice and eventually referred me to the 

factory.  When I went to the Reunion in 2008 in Albany, Country 

Coach replaced the valve for me again.  The odd thing about the 

problem was that the tank never overflowed!  I was talking with 

some club members last year at the 2009 Reunion (yes, a year later) 

and learned that the Magna is fitted with an automatic system to top 

off the water tank controlled through the SilverLeaf and Intellitec 

systems.  That rang a bell that something had been said while my 

coach was being manufactured that I was getting some features from 

the Magna in my Intrigue because of the new model year.  Another 

club member gave me the phone number to Silverleaf and low and 

behold, my coach has an automatic water fill feature that hadn‟t 

been programmed into the Silverleaf display!  The system had been 

operating in the default „on‟ position through the Intellitec system.  

Silverleaf downloaded a quick software update and the „problem‟ 

was solved!  So the short of it is that I‟d still think I had a haunted 

coach if it weren‟t for listening to other Country Coach owners.  I 

have even found helping hands in the club to get it done myself 

which has saved a great deal of time and money on more than one 

occasion.  They say it takes a village to raise kids, but I‟m here to 

tell you that it also takes a village to enjoy my motorhome! 

     I also seem to have another ghost who apparently was a disco 

lighting man in the 1970s who hangs out in my Intellitec electrical 

system, but that‟s another story for another time. 

I‟m looking forward to seeing all of you at an event sometime in 

2010.  Happy New Year!  Fred Dent, President 

Announcement—advertise here!!  If 

you have any Country Coach related 

items for sale, you can use this news-

letter as a way to advertise!  Please send 

information to marylouthun@aol.com. 

 

Officer Contact List 
Our Board of Directors is ready to help you at 
any time.   

Fred Dent, President   

dent@u.washington.edu 206-282-6798 

 

Russell Warren, Vice Pres.  

Wrussell6_@msn.com  360-479-7012 

 

Lee Casebeer, Secretary  

lcasebeer@gmail.com 503-459-1332  
 

Dana Suttell, Treasurer  
fdsutt@wavecable.com  360-876-1197 
 

Don Schleuse, National FMCA 

Director  

dons2346@yahoo.com 949-230-0390 

 

Herb Harris,  Alt. N.FMCA    

Director  

pat98686@gmail.com 360-430-3697 

 

Mary Lou Thun*, Newsletter Editor 

marylouthun@aol.com  360-901-5465 
 

David Roberts, Past President 

kiwanisdcr@gmail.com 541-550-9660 
 

Kris Casebeer*, Membership Chair 

kacasebeer@gmail.com  503-807-9936 
 
*denotes non-voting member 

 

 
NEW DIESEL EPA COSTS 
All diesel pushers with engines manufactured after December 
31, 2009 will be subject to the new EPA emission standards. 
This means that they will all be required to have a urea tank 
as well as a few other changes. The same sort of thing hap-
pened 3 years ago as the EPA keeps pushing the envelope. 
Back then it was the Diesel Particulate Filter. Fortunately, 
Cummins appealed and their energy credits allowed them to 
manufacture the 450 HP and up engines without the DPF that 
has been required since January 1, 2007. 
 
The bottom line is that the cost and maintenance with the new 
engines is substantial. I don't remember exactly what the DPF 
raised the prices back in 2007, but I think it was somewhere 
in the $10K-$12K range. The additional cost of the 2010 en-
gines over the 2009 engines will be in the $15K-$20K range. 
 
Motorhomes are titled by the coach year--not the chassis 
year. Even if a motorhome built now had a 2009 chassis, it 
will be titled a 2010 model. Motorhome manufacturers are 
buying as many of the old engines and chassis that they can 
afford. They want to offer the Cummins engines without all the 
EPA restrictions for as long as they can. 

REPAIRS AND SERVICE IN SOUTHERN         

CALIFORNIA  DESERT 
In addition to Dale Raymond, ex-CC technician and 

Carrier employee who offers mobile service, John Davis 

(JD) is now in Indio.  He can be reached at  RV SOS 

(541) 337-8771 or on his cell at (541) 693-3015 
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Mardi Gras in Yuma 
All hail King Rex Jean McCarthy. 

 

The king invites all her loyal subjects to the Second Annual  

Yuma Mardi Gras Social, hosted by club members  

Jim Gregory and Angela Carmen at their winter home.   

 

The date is Fat Tuesday, February 16.   

The potluck will begin at 1 p.m.   

  

Jim and Angela will be cooking up a big pot of Red Beans and Rice  

with Andouille Sausage and Spicy Shrimp on the side.   

Revelers are asked to bring a Mardi Gras theme based side dish and  

BYOB and BYOC (bring your own chairs).   

 

Plates, cups, forks, knives, etc. will be provided. 

 

Jim and Ang will also provide masks and beads, but if you have your own please bring. 

 

Millie & Ken Blodgett will be baking a traditional New Orleans Bread Pudding in which will be hidden a tiny 

“baby”.  King Rex Jean will abdicate her thrown, crown and scepter to the reveler who finds the baby in his or her 

bread pudding. 

  

Coach Parking 

 

This is a walk-in social; there is no coach parking.   However, 11 miles north of the party is free (for 14 days) 

BLM camping.   This dry camping area is located next to the Yuma VFW post off highway 95.  The GPS coordi-

nates are N32.43.38  W114.25.17 or use address 16540 US Highway 95, Yuma, which will get you within visual 

distance.   

IMPORANT NOTE: Drive behind the VFW post to enter the BLM camping area.  If you use the BLM entry gate 

in front of the VFW post your coach will hate you forever. . .as will all the breakables in your coach. 

 

February is a very busy time for Yuma RV parks, but spaces are often available.  The nearest RV parks are 4 miles 

or more from the Mardi Gras Social. 

 

Three examples are: 

Fortuna De Oro RV Resort – 13650 N. Frontage Road, 928.343.5051  

Foothills Village RV Park – 12705 S Frontage Road, 928.342.1030  

Sundance RV Park – 13502 N. Frontage Road, 928.342.9333  

Many other parks are located near the Frontage Road areas. 

 

The address of the Mardi Gras Social is 13685 S Avenue 14 ½ E, Yuma.   

 

RSVP 

 

Revelers must be limited to no more than 30.  Please RSVP by February 1 at jimgregory3@gmail.com   RSVP is 

very important so we can adequately plan the side dishes. 

 

Directions will be provided to all who RSVP. 

 

The history and traditions of Mardi Gras can be found at www.mardigrasneworleans.com 

mailto:jimgregory3@gmail.com
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Vanishing act  —  Once-thriving local RV industry all but disappeared in 2009 

BY TIM CHRISTIE 
The Register-Guard 
Appeared in print: Sunday, Dec 13, 2009, reprinted with permission from The Register-Guard 
 
The fall of the recreational vehicle industry in Lane County was swift, relentless and brutal. 
 
A year ago at this time, local RV makers sent workers home for their customary holiday furloughs. Most workers never came 
back. Within months, two companies, Monaco Coach Corp. and Country Coach LLC, filed for bankruptcy. 
 
Today, Country Coach is all but dead, its bankruptcy case now in Chapter 7, meaning everything it owns will be sold to satisfy 
debtors. Monaco Coach, once a high-flying publicly traded company headquartered in Coburg, became a tiny division of a multi-
national corporation, Navistar International, after its assets were sold off in bankruptcy. A third manufacturer, Marathon Coach, 
remains in business, but has limped along on a curtailed production schedule, building a fraction of the high-end bus conver-
sions that it did in previous years. 
 
―It was one of those business cycles that happens once a century,‖ said Steve Schoellhorn, president and chief operating officer 
of Marathon Coach. ―It came so fast and so hard, it was like a tsunami, and we couldn’t get out of the way of it. … The whole 
thing blew up.‖ 
 
While the local RV industry is not gone, what’s left is a mere shadow of what was a major force in the local economy. 
 
As recently as 2005, transportation equipment manufacturing — an industry dominated by the three RV makers — employed 
4,500 people in Lane County, second only to the wood products industry. By last March, that number had fallen to 900, before 
rebounding to 1,400 in October, according to the state Employment Department. 
 
Monaco Coach employed more than 2,000 people in Lane and Linn counties as recently as 2008. Today, about 400 people are 
working at the Coburg plant, Navistar spokesman Roy Wiley said. Country Coach employed nearly 2,000 workers at its Junction 
City plant as recently as 2006. Today, the company is defunct. Marathon Coach employed more than 400 people in 2008. To-
day, it has 240 employees. 
 
Ron Folk is among the former RV workers who hopes things start turning around soon. A production worker at Monaco for 51/2 
years, Folk now is working part time, doing maintenance at an RV resort on the coast, making about one-third of what he 
earned at Monaco. He stays in a travel trailer, and only makes it home to see his wife in Springfield a couple of times a month, 
he said.  ―It pays more than unemployment,‖ he said. ―You do what you got to do. … As soon as the economy turns around, and 
people start hiring inland, I’ll probably find something closer.‖ 
 
Other workers, such as Todd Wilson of Springfield, were called back to work for the new Monaco last summer after being unem-
ployed for more than six months.  ―When I got the call I was ecstatic,‖ he said.  With fewer people on the job, workers carry 
more responsibility for quality, he said. Workers also make more money than before, and get similar benefits, he said. 
―It’s still a great place to work, and a great crew of people to work for and work with,‖ he said. 
 
Jack Roberts’ job is to find the silver lining — or at least a ray of hope — in all those clouds. As executive director of the Lane 
Metro Partnership, Roberts works to retain and recruit employers. One bright spot he sees in the implosion of the RV industry is 
the number of skilled workers left behind. He said he’s hopeful most will stick around Lane County until the economy turns 
around.  ―When people get back into the production cycle, when manufacturing jobs start to come back, the presence of that 
work force here should make us attractive,‖ he said. 
 
Roberts said that, in hindsight, it’s obvious that a business that relied on wealthy people spending large wads of cash on discre-
tionary, luxury items would be vulnerable in an economic downturn. But, he said, ―It’s very hard to say no to people who have 
large sums of money and who want to buy what you’re selling.‖ 
 
While the industry looked at demographics in its favor — aging baby boomers with time and money to spend on leisure — they 
missed the economic clouds, he said.  ―We didn’t fully understand how much we were riding a stock market and real estate bub-
ble,‖ Roberts said. 
 
Monaco is building both motorized motor homes and towable RVs. Wiley, the Navistar spokesman, was vague on production 
levels, saying it has ―gone up somewhat.‖ 
 

Continued on Page 5 with quote from Bob Lee 
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―We’re looking for a pickup in the market next year,‖ he said. 
 
Navistar, based in Warrenville, Ill., is best known as the maker of International brand buses and heavy trucks, and Roberts said 
he’d like to see the company move some of that production out to Coburg. The proximity to the large California market makes an 
Oregon location attractive, he said, but there isn’t the supply network established here that there is for its Midwest factor ies. 
 
The local RV companies weren’t the only ones hurt by the downturn. The Recreation Vehicle Industry Association predicts com-
panies will ship 159,500 units this year, down 40 percent from the 265,000 units shipped in 2008. Those numbers include both 
motorized and towable RVs. 
 
As for 2010, Richard Curtin, the University of Michigan economist who does forecasts for the industry, predicts RV shipments will 
increase by 27 percent to 203,500 units. 
 
Richard Coon, president of the RVIA, points to signs of a recovering economy, including a stronger stock market, slowing job 
losses, higher productivity, increasing home sales and rising manufacturing hours. But weak consumer confidence, continued 
high unemployment, and anemic consumer spending remain cause for concern, he said. RVs, he said, ―are woven into the fabric 
of America.‖ 
 
Marathon’s Schoellhorn said the high end of the RV market — the niche that his company occupies with its $1 million-plus cus-
tom bus conversions — ―is still really, really challenging.‖ ―It’s better right now than it was a year ago, but it’s still way, way off 
from the highs of a few years ago,‖ he added. 
 
Marathon built fewer than 20 coaches in 2008, compared to 70 or 80 per year a few years back. ―We really slowed down produc-
tion‖ in 2008, Schoellhorn said. ―We’re just starting to ramp up a little bit.‖ 
 
Marathon, which is a privately held, family owned business, specializes in building high-end coaches, bought by race car drivers, 
professional golfers, actors and others who can spend $2 million for what Schoellhorn once called the ―Ferrari‖ of motor homes. 
That rarefied niche has enabled the company to survive the recession, he said. 
 
―Our niche doesn’t require the volume that a typical RV maker requires,‖ he said. ―Even though things are bad, we can get by 
and even prosper with fairly minimal sales, while other companies need substantial volume.‖ But the recession has hurt prospec-
tive Marathon buyers, he said. 
 
―I put a lot of our customers and prospects in two categories: One group doesn’t have the money they used to because of lost 
investments; the other has it, but is afraid to spend it.‖ 
 
―Every now and then I hear people express the view that the rich will always have money,‖ said Bill Conerly, a Lake Oswego 
consultant.  ―It’s kind of true, but there are times when the rich don’t want to spend money. 
 
As the RV industry comes back, it will look different than the prerecession industry, experts say. The high end of the market in 
particular will take time to come back, said Frank Magdlen, a Portland analyst.  ―It’s going to be smaller until times get better,‖ he 
said. ―It might take three to five years for it to be what it was in ’06.‖ 
 
Bob Lee is the godfather of the local RV industry, co-founding the company that became Monaco Coach in 1968, and starting 
the company that became Country Coach in 1973. He said that while lower-end RVs, such as trailers and toy haulers, will 
bounce back, he thinks the high end of the market — the niche that Country Coach carved out for itself — ―is pretty much his-
tory.‖  The tribal knowledge to build high-end is going away fast,‖ he said. ―With that gone, there’s no way to crank it back up 
again. 
 
―It’s not just a production line product,‖ he added. ―It’s not an easy program to just go out and build some of these. I’m not even 
sure I could put together a company that could build these at this point.‖ 
 

 

A note from our Treasurer, Dana Suttell 
 

Current NWCC Treasury Status: 

November ending balance      $4,806.56 

Income                     1,175.50 

Expense             341.00 

Current        $5,641.06 

Please Join the NWCCers Yahoo Group 
The Yahoo Group is a great way to share information in 

a quick manner.  There is considerable conversation 

about parts, repairs and general items of interest.  This 

site is even more popular as we all search for answers 

about our Country Coach.  It‟s fun, informative and free.  

Contact Lee Casebeer at Lcasebeer@gmail.com 
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Following are a few reminders which 
might serve as a good update: 
 
WATER AND WASTE ISSUES: Please follow these in-
structions; You or your loved ones could become ill from 
miss-handling of the sewer and water hoses. 
Reduce the threats from e-coli, germs and 
bacteria when handling the sewer hose by 
following these tips: 
SEWER HOSE USE: Throw-away Gloves 
should be worn while handling the sewer 
hose and its fittings. 
Remove the gloves, without touching the 
outside of them and properly dispose of 
them before starting other chores. 
Tanks should be drained, in this method; 
Black Water (toilet), then Gray Water (sink 
water). 
Additional flushing of your sewer hose can 
be done by opening faucets in the RV and/
or stepping down on your stool valves. 
WATER HOSE: Before we hook up the Wa-
ter Hose, we should use a spray bottle to 
disinfect the area. The threat of cross-
contamination from improper sewer hose 
use may be eliminated by following these 
safety tips. Beware, as past campers, using 
the site may have washed their sewer hose 
at the faucet, causing contamination. 
A backflow preventor may be installed on 
your campground faucet. Your RV fluids 
cannot contaminate the campground water system when 
the campground water pressure is lost, or is lower than 
your tank pressures. 
PORTABLE DRAINAGE TANKS are used to transfer waste 
from your RV tanks to the nearest sewer drain. Be sure and 
follow good practices while using these tanks. Do not spill 
the contents on the ground. Be sure and open the vent on 
the tank before filling, and close it while transporting. 
DISINFECT YOUR WATER HOSE MONTHLY. Unhook 
both ends from your site, pour a cupful of bleach, connect 
the ends, and wait several hours. Flush the hose and hook 
it back up to your site. CAUTION: bleach can spot your 
clothing; use good work practices while handling the 
bleach. 
SANITIZE YOUR WATER TANK with a bleach/water mix-
ture. Mix one cup of bleach for 10 gallons of water. Drain 
your rig as you would when winterizing, add the bleach mix-
ture, and fill to the full mark. DO NOT OVERFILL –some 
tanks cannot stand the pressure. Let stand overnight. Drain 
and replace with clean water; add one cup of vinegar for 
every 10 gallons of water to sweeten the tank. Drain and 
refill to the level you would like. Remember, one gallon of 
water weighs more than 8 pounds. How much weight are 
you willing to haul around? 
WHEN IN DOUBT, follow the instructions given to you by 
the Manufacturer of your RV, or go online and request in-
formation from the Manufacturer.= 

If you see this Country Coach Bus traveling 

the highways, honk and/or wave because 

they‟re a great part of what represents our 

lifestyle. Meet Dave and Terry Taylor: 

 

Terry & Dave Taylor met at the University of Oregon. DT ran 
5,000, 10,000 and cross-country for the Ducks in the 70’s. Dave 
started working for NIKE right after graduation. We moved to 
Philippines & later Taiwan. Have one child, Lisa, born in Manila. 
Moved back to the states in 1988 where we bought a VW pop-
top camper, then a teeny travel trailer. DT retired in 1999, and 
we bought our first motorhome, then bought an Intrigue in 2004 
and then had the custom-ordered Magna built in 2008. 
 
We picked up our Magna just a few hours before CC closed and 
pointed the bus – the Magna Peregrinus (Great Wanderer) -  
towards Florida and didn’t return for six months. We use our RV 
to follow U of O track & football games – road trips, and as a 
tailgate-central at Autzen. We spend about six months of the 
year in our motorcoach and have a home near Beaverton, Ore-
gon. Hope to stick closer to home for a bit this year and to join 
in a NWCC rally.  

Terry is a writer, she has a blog (www.RV Goddess.com) and she 
has designed and sells a RV log book.  Her website has interest-
ing tips for RVers including RV friendly recipes. 

(The photo was taken near Las Cruces, NM and the roadrunner 
is made entirely of garbage from a local landfill.) 
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              NorthWest Country Coachers 
 

      Invoice for: Membership Dues Renewal & Badge Order Information  
  

For: January 1 through December 31, 2010       Amount Due: $25.00 
 

Please send your payment to: 
 

Dana Suttell 

NorthWest Country Coachers 
3163 SE Tucci Place 

Port Orchard, WA 98367 
 

The Board of Directors of NorthWest Country Coachers has approved the purchase & distribu-

tion of unique NWCCer Club Name Badges at no cost to Club Members. (Except for the Optional 
Magnet Attachment &/or Mailing fees) 

 

Order Information for NorthWest Country Coacher Name Badges 
 

Your Registered Club Name(s): ___________________________________________________ 
 

Information as you want it to appear on your NWCCer Name Badges: 
 

Your Names   Circle Attachment   Optional Magnet 

(As you want them)   Type:     Pin is at  Attachment: 
on your Badges)        No Charge  at $1.50 each  

 
Driver:_______________________________   Pin   or   Magnet  $ ________________ 
 

Co-Pilot: ______________________________   Pin  or   Magnet  $ ________________ 
 

City: __________________________________ State: ______________     
 
Badge Delivery Choice:   (Expect Badge delivery in April 2010) 
 

You’ll pick-up your Badges at a 2010 Rally: at No Charge à   Yes   or   No  

OR:  Mail our Badges to us at a $2 per address fee:    $ ________________ 
       

Dues Renewal Payment:     $ ____25.00___ 
      

Total Enclosed Payment:      $_________________ 


