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EVENT CALENDAR 

 

 

November 5—7, 2010 Long Beach, 
WA @ Andersen’s RV Park, Fred Dent , 
Rally Master, dent@u.washington.edu or 
206- 282-6798  SEE PAGES 2 & 3 FOR      
DETAILS 
 
 

2011 Preliminary Calendar 
January—open 

February—Feb. 3-7 San Diego, 

CA Super Bowl hosted by 

SWCountry Coachers, Barbara 

Schleuse Rally Master 

? Mardi Gras in Yuma 

March 12—Cathedral City  

Luncheon at Outdoor Resorts 

April—open 

May 13-15.  Hoodsport (early arri-

vals social on May 12) - Frank and 

Dana Suttell Rally Masters 

*June 2-5 FMCA Northwest Area 

at Linn County Fairgrounds, Al-

bany, Oregon 

? Possible Roberts Function 

July 20-24 Shakespeare Festival, 

Ashland, OR, Bev and Mike Car-

rick Rally Masters 

August -?- 10-14 NWCC Home-

coming in Harrisburg, OR  

September—?something in La 

Grande, OR, Richard and Sibylle 

Beck Rally Masters 

October—open 

November ? 11-13 or 24-27, Long 

Beach.  Best clamming is on 

Thanksgiving weekend—what‘s 

your choice? See Fred‘s article for 

options 

GIVE US YOUR INPUT 

 

 

 Your Board of Directors has been busy planning our 

Event Calendar for next year.  As you can see on the sidebar 

we have already firmed up a few events and have much more 

in the works. 

 Our sister chapter, Southwest Country Coachers, 

SWCCers, has invited us to join them in February for their Su-

per Bowl so if you plan to be anywhere near San Diego in 

February you might want to add this event to your itinerary.  SWCCers were at our Lake 

Coeur d‘Alene rally earlier this year and are planning to join us again this summer for some 

of our events. 

 You will notice that Long Beach is not yet on our 2011 calendar.  That is because 

the tides are not as cooperative as in years past for a clamming weekend.  The best tides are 

on Thanksgiving weekend so we are looking at alternative dates or perhaps skipping Long 

Beach in 2011 unless the membership would like to have an event over Thanksgiving.  If 

we schedule Thanksgiving weekend we would book Wednesday through Sunday with late 

arrivals on Friday for those who want to spend Thanksgiving at home or with family.  

Think about it and let us know what you think.  It sounds great to me as I usually do a five 

day getaway over Thanksgiving anyway. 

 Two more exciting events are in the planning stages for next year.  Bev and Mike 

Carrick have stepped up to host a rally at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival in July next 

year.  This is a wonderful venue for a rally with lots to do in the area besides just the 

Shakespeare Festival.  The Festival runs from February through October every year and 

produces several contemporary plays as well as Shakespeare plays in a variety of settings 

including an outdoor Shakespearean stage.  There‘s lots to do in the area besides the Festi-

val.  You‘ll also find golf, hiking, rafting, kayaking, geocaching and wine tasting in the 

area.  We‘ll get more information out about this as the planning progresses but put it on 

your calendar now! 

 There isn‘t a major FMCA or CCI event planned in Oregon next August as in 

years past.  We have, in the past, held our Annual Meeting around a major August rally.  

Your Board is working on producing a Northwest Country Coach Homecoming to fill the 

void for our Annual Meeting.  The idea is to use River Bend RV Park in Harrisburg just up 

the road from Junction City during the annual Scandinavian Festival.  We can reserve 75 

sites and all the facilities including their banquet facilities.  They also have a small motel 

on site which we can offer for those who may not have an RV for the event.  The idea is 

sort of ‗heck, we need to go to Junction City for some service anyway, let‘s have a 

NWCCers‘ party.‘  We would invite vendors and Country Coach service people to join us 

to do light service work during the event, hold tech talks and set up service appointments 

for the following week.  Since there won‘t be a Reunion this year your Board feels that 

there would be a strong draw through SWCCers, CCI and FMCA to fill up the RV park.  

So, put August 10 – 14 on your calendars now and hold those dates open.  We will get ad-

ditional information out next month and will need to get deposits from our members this 

year so we can hold the park (probably $50 refundable). 

 We still have months open to schedule events so if you have an idea or are in-

clined to host something, please let us know.  So far we‘re a little heavy on Oregon events 

(hint, hint). 

President’s Corner 

Continued on Page 7 
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye 
Get out your clam guns - We’re a goin’ clammin’ again 

We’ve got the tides if Washington State Fish and Wildlife cooperates! 

Yep – it’s time to register for  
Long Beach, WA 

November 5 – 7, 2010 
 

 Once again we have booked popular Andersen‘s on the 

Beach for our November rally.  The rally is a little earlier this 

year to catch the lowest tides in November.  If Washington 

State clears the beach that weekend there will be clams for all!  

This has been a popular rally for the last two years with over 20 

coaches gathering for a weekend of clams and NWCCers fun.  

We have 25 sites reserved which will go fast, so if you want to 

go get registered now while you are thinking about it.  Ander-

sen‘s is very forgiving about cancellations - as long as they 

have 7 days notice they will give us a full refund of your  

deposit. 

 

 The City of Long Beach, WA, is just three miles south 

of Andersen‘s offering quaint shops and plenty of eateries.  

Oysterville is a short drive farther north on the peninsula and 

offers fresh oysters either shucked or fresh in the shell from their 

famous Willapa Bay commercial Oyster beds.  While you‘re in Long 

Beach, check out Cape Disappointment State Park and its two cliff-

top lighthouses.  The Cranberry Museum is nearby and filled with 

harvesting equipment and the cranberry growing and harvesting 

process.  Historic Astoria, OR, is only about 30 minutes away to the 

south over the Astoria Bridge. 

 

 We‘ll start the weekend Friday evening with a Meet and 

Greet in the clubhouse followed by a campfire if the weather cooper-

ates where we can share our ‗Tall RV Tales.‘  Saturday is a free day 

to enjoy the area perhaps with shopping, Geocaching, beach walk-

ing, etc.  Speaking of beach walking, we‘ll also plan another infa-

mous Beach Dog Walk on Saturday morning, weather permitting, 

which is becoming a popular tradition for our Long Beach Rally.  

The beach in front of Andersen‘s is flat and wide stretching for miles 

north and south and the dogs can be of leash to just run 

their legs off!  Saturday evening we‘ll enjoy a 

NWCCers pot luck together in the clubhouse and a so-

cial afterwards.  Sunday we‘ll have an early, light pot 

luck breakfast together in the clubhouse before every-

one leaves for home. 

 

 You will find a registration form on page 3 in 

this Newsletter to get signed up.  You can either mail 

the registration with a check or visit the club Web Site 

at nwccers.org to register with a credit card. 

 

Nov. 

2009 

 

Famous  beach for Razor Clamming 

http://nwccers.org/members
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   Small but great Rally at the Prosser Balloon Festival !!! 
 

We had 10 coaches show up for a weekend of fun at Prosser, WA. A great time with 9 country Coaches and 1 SOB (some other brand). 

The weekend started with a Thursday night Meet and Great around the fire pit. We were thankful for the big awning on Becks‘ Coach since it 

started raining. But we huddled around the food and great wine and got to know each other. 

Friday morning started with a 7am get out of your coaches and watch the balloons just a 1/8mile away fill with hot air and head for the 

blue sky. Then everybody disappeared into their coaches for breakfast. Around 10 am Vern and Glenda Serex showed up in their coach and 

told us that their son and his family were coming in their newly acquired Magna and that they were going to park at the RV park. Now we 

went hunting for a place for Vern and Glenda to dry camp since the Park was fully booked. Richard and Sibylle Beck drove to talk to Mike 

Miller from Airfield winery to see about a spot and he introduced us to Bob from Gamache Winery. They had a spot for the Serex and so they 

got to park their coach at the Winemaker‘s Village. Friday night we all attended the First Annual BBQ at the Wine Country RV Park where 

we got treated to ribs, chicken etc and listened to singer who sang songs from the 30s and 40s. Some of us even danced. 

Saturday morning we watched 25 balloons take off for the skies. Vern took some great pictures of several balloons touch down in the 

river. At 10 am we started our wine tour at Airfield Winery where the owner, Mike Miller, gave us a tour of the winery and educated us of all 

the different stages of wine making. After the tour Mike invited the group  into their private wine library and gave us a great education on 

what grapes made what wine. We were also treated to some of the older wines that are part of Airfield‘s winery reserve. After a 2 hour testing 

education the group went to Milbrandt and Gamache winery for more testing. As the day went along the group got smaller and smaller until 

we were all ready for a nap. At 5 pm we met for happy hour which turned into a fantastic pot luck. The Becks brought enough Lingcod for 

everybody and barbequed the fish with their special sauce. Along with everybody‘s side dishes and desserts nobody went hungry. When it got 

dark some of us went to the stadium to watch the night glow and others sat around the fire pit for some good round of conversation and wine. 

A great summer night around the fire with old and new friends. 

Sunday started with a 7 am call to watch the few balloons. Some of us had to leave already on Sunday and the rest of the group who 

stayed ended their rally with a fine dinner at a great Italian Restaurant in downtown Prosser. 

As the Rally Host we must say that is very easy to organize an event like this. Everybody chips in and either participates in group activi-

ties or does exploring on their own. There is no pressure and it is very relaxing. 

 

Richard and Sibylle Beck 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Vern Serex for the photos—he has 

some fabulous balloon photos which would be 

fun for everyone to see at the next rally        

attended by the Vern and Glenda. 
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AS PROMISED, BOTH PHOTO AND WRITTEN EVIDENCE OF THE HIGHLY 

SUCCESSFUL LA PINE, OREGON PRE-RALLY and FMCA CONVENTION 
 

 NWCCers pre Rally to the FMCA International Rally in Redmond, Ore-

gon was held in LaPine, Oregon August 5-8, 2010.  We had 17 coaches in atten-

dance.  When Ken and I arrived on Tuesday several coaches had already arrived!  

What a great welcoming committee!  Thursday was spent visiting, meeting new 

folks and greeting friends.  We had service Techs, John Davis (JD) from LaPine 

and Doug from Country Boys, Dave Root, a glass specialist and Paul and Scott 

from Coach Masters in Bend with Ice Cream.  Dinner was a Potluck. 

 

 Friday we travelled to East and Paulina Lake, Big Obsidian Flow and 

Paulina Peak.  We enjoyed a BBQ  catered by Paulina Resort served on the 

shores of Paulina Lake. 

 Saturday was a free day with many local activities available, Techs 

working on Coaches and enjoying the companionship of NWCCers.  Our Prime 

Rib dinner was catered by a local church group and was served at the Park.  We 

heard comments from our members ―it was the best Prime Rib ever!‖ 

 President Fred arrived in time for dinner and to preside over our annual 

meeting.  Sunday Don and Barb Schleuse escorted those going on to Redmond for 

the FMCA convention. 

 

 Ken and I truly appreciate 

the help and support provided by 

all that made this a fun and suc-

cessful rally. 

 

Ken and Millie Blodgett 

 

(Photos supplied by Vern Serex of 

Salem, OR) 
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A little reading material  

forwarded from Herb Harris: 
 

Owners of 2007 and later model year diesel-powered highway 
vehicles must refuel only with ULSD fuel.* Owners of 2006 
and earlier model year diesel-powered highway engines and 
vehicles may use ULSD or Low Sulfur Diesel fuel during the 
transition period. Only ULSD fuel will be available for highway 
use starting on December 1, 2010. 
 
Under typical operating conditions, there should be no notice-
able impact on overall power using ULSD fuel. Fuel economy 
may be reduced slightly because the process that removes 
sulfur also can reduce the energy content of the fuel. 
 
ULSD fuel is fully compatible with the existing fleet, including 
2006 and earlier model year vehicles. In some instances, the 
introduction of ULSD fuel to older vehicles may affect fuel 
system components or loosen deposits in fuel tanks. As part 
of a good maintenance program, owners and operators of 
existing cars, trucks and buses are encouraged to monitor 
their diesel-powered vehicles closely for potential fuel system 
leaks or premature fuel filter plugging during the change-over 
to ULSD fuel. 
 
New engine oils have been developed for high-performance 
diesel engines designed to meet 2007 on-highway exhaust 
emission standards for use in conjunction with Ultra Low Sul-
fur Diesel fuel.   
 
Like Low Sulfur Diesel fuel, ULSD fuel requires good lubricity 
and corrosion inhibitors to prevent unacceptable engine wear. 
As necessary, additives to increase lubricity and to inhibit cor-
rosion are added to ULSD fuel prior to its retail sale. With 
these additives, ULSD fuel performs as well as Low Sulfur 
Diesel fuel. 
 
Diesel-powered highway engines and vehicles for 2007 and 
later model years are designed to operate only with ULSD 
fuel. Improper fuel use will reduce the efficiency and durability 
of engines, permanently damage many advanced emissions 
control systems, reduce fuel economy, and possibly prevent 
the vehicles from running at all.* Manufacturer warranties are 
likely to be voided by improper fuel use. Additionally, burning 
Low Sulfur Diesel fuel (instead of ULSD fuel) in 2007 and 
later model year diesel cars, trucks and buses is illegal and 
punishable with civil penalties.* 
 
For regulated parties in the fuel distribution chain (including 
retailers and fleet operators), only Ultra Low Sulfur Kerosene 
(No. 1 diesel with no more than 15 ppm sulfur) may be 
blended with ULSD without downgrading the fuel. 
EPA Winterization Standards Letter 11-30-07 
Individual vehicle owners may add Low Sulfur (up to 500 ppm 
sulfur) No. 1 Diesel to their vehicle’s fuel tank(s) as long as 
the vehicle does not require ULSD fuel.  Regardless of sulfur 
levels, the blend ratios will remain the same.  Like ULSD, Ul-
tra Low Sulfur Kerosene may not be available in all areas 
 
 

Most engine and vehicle manufacturers allow biodiesel 
blends in concentrations up to five percent provided the bio-
diesel meets accepted (ASTM) fuel quality standards. 
(Biodiesel blends are mixtures of petroleum-based diesel 
fuels and fuels produced from soybean oil, waste cooking 
grease, or other organic matter. These fuels may contain 
biodiesel in concentrations ranging from two percent to lev-
els approaching 100 percent by volume.) To ensure proper 
quality, consumers should use only biodiesel-ULSD fuel 
blends that are properly mixed by a qualified biodiesel 
blender. Consumers should not create their own biodiesel 
blends by adding biodiesel to ULSD fuel in a vehicle’s fuel 
tank. 
 
There should be no operational problem if consumers 
switch from a biodiesel-ULSD fuel blend to ULSD fuel with-
out biodiesel. 
 
*Exception – Some 2007 model year medium-duty and 
heavy-duty trucks may be equipped with 2006 engines and 
emission systems. These vehicles are not required to use 
ULSD fuel. 

 

HAPPY HOLLOWEEN 
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Officer Contact List  
Our Board of Directors is ready to help you at 
any time.  

 
Fred Dent, President  

President@nwccers.org 
206-282-6798  
 

Russell Warren, Vice President  

Vicepresident@nwccers.org 

360-479-7012  

 

Wayne Gabel, Secretary 

Secretary@nwccers.org 

503- 658-4260 home 

503– 927-2921 cell 

 

Dana Suttell Treasurer  

Treasurer@nwccers.org  

360-876-1197 

  

Don Schleuse National FMCA Director  

Nationaldirector@nwccers.org  

949-230-0390  

 

Herb Harris Alt. National FMCA Director  

AltNationaldirector@nwccers.org  

360-430-3697 

  

Mary Lou Thun* Newsletter Editor  

Newsletter@nwccers.org  

360-901-5465 
  

David Roberts, Past President  

kiwanisdcr@gmail.com  

541-550-9660  

 

Kris Casebeer*, Membership Chair  

Lee Casebeer*, Assistant Membership Chair  

Membership@nwccers.org 503-807-9936 
 
 
*denotes non-voting member  
 

Northwest Country Coachers Chapter of FMCA 
c/o Wayne Gabel  
22952 S.E. Bohna Park Rd 
Damascus, OR 97089 

Checkout our 

new website : 

 

http:www. 

nwccers.org 
 

Please Join the NWCCers Yahoo Group 
The Yahoo Group is a great way to share information in a 

quick manner.  There is considerable conversation about 

parts, repairs and general items of interest.  This site is even 

more popular as we all search for answers about our Country 

Coach.  It‘s fun, informative and free.  Contact Lee Casebeer 

at Lcasebeer@gmail.com 

Continued from Page 1 

 

 Don‘t forget the rest of this year!  We‘ll be at Okto-

berfest in Leavenworth, WA, in October (sorry but reserva-

tions are closed for this event) and in Long Beach in Novem-

ber.  Long Beach is filling up fast so if you want to go get 

your reservation in ASAP.   You can register online with your 

credit card or PayPal account on our web site or use the regis-

tration form included in this Newsletter. 

 Don‘t wait for your chapter to plan a function!  Sev-

eral of our members have walk in get togethers from time to 

time or just get together in their coaches for the weekend.  

Notice that December doesn‘t have anything planned?  Why 

not invite your NWCCers friends to your holiday party or 

have an impromptu coach get together for the holidays?  Send 

out an invitation on our Yahoo Group (don‘t remember how 

to get to our Yahoo Group?  Go to our web site at http://

nwccers.org and look at the bottom of any page for a direct 

link) you may be surprised who shows up! 

 Have a great October and watch out for ghosts and 

goblins prowling your neighborhood! 

Fred Dent, President 

 

Welcome to new NWCC members: 
 

Steve and Teresa Serex and their 3 daughters (ages 3, 5 and 

10).  (Along with their family pet) 

Steve and his family live in Issaquah, WA and are proud 

new owners of a 40ft. 2000 Magna.  They are family of Vern 

and Glenda Serex of Salem, OR 

http://nwccers.org
http://nwccers.org

