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Volume 4, Issue 10  October 2011 

   

 

 

EVENT CALENDAR 

All events sponsored by 
NWCCers unless 
noted otherwise by *  

2011 Calendar 

October 21-23 Long 

Beach.   
 

***************************** 

2012 Calendar 

May 17-20  Hoodsport, WA.  Frank 

and Dana Suttell have 15 sites saved 

*June 21-24 NW Area FMCA ~ 

Mill Casino RV Park, North Bend, 

OR   

July 11-15  Sisters, OR.  Quilt Show 

Rally.  David and Karen Roberts 

Sept 19-22  Casey's Riverfront RV 

Park, Wesfir, OR, Wayne and Sarah 

Gabel  

Additional Country Coach Rally In-

formation around the country: 

Country Coach International 

(CCI) 
www.countrycoachclub.org 

Country Coach Friends Interna-

tional ((CCFI) 

www.countrycoachfriendsinternation

al.com  

 

Fall is definitely upon us in the Northwest.  
Temperatures are dropping, leaves are turning 

color, the days are getting shorter and the 

school-zone flashers are back to work after 

their summer hiatus.  That does not mean that 

NWCCers is ending their season! 

We had our Annual Meeting last month that 

included the election of officers.  Your officers 

that were up for election ran unopposed and were reelected to their 

offices.  So, I will be your President, Dana Suttell will be your 

Treasurer and Russ Warren will be your Vice President for another 

two years. 

   Don Schleuse, National Director, his wife Barbara and I attended 

the FMCA NW Area Planning meeting late in September to talk 

about the NW Area Rally next year June.  So far, we have not been 

asked to volunteer as a chapter, so we may be able to go and just 

enjoy ourselves.  Don and Barbara have volunteered to host a pre-

rally at Oceanside RV Park not far from the NW Area Rally site.  

The park is right on the beach and offers clamming, crabbing and 

beach walks to our hearts content.  We have the Yurt clubhouse at 

our disposal for club gatherings.  You are welcome to join us for 

the whole weekend or just a night or two, so we can organize 

ourselves into a caravan and park together at the NW Area Rally.  

Lots more details will be forthcoming as the event nears. 

   Later this month, we will gather at Andersen’s on the Beach, 

Long Beach, WA, for a weekend of camaraderie and possibly 

(rather slim chance) a weekend of clamming.  The tides for our 

weekend are not promising for clams; however, that shouldn’t stop 

us from enjoying the beach and each other’s  company.    

 

                                   Continued…. 

 President’s Corner 

http://www.countrycoachclub.org
http://www.countrycoachfriendsinternational.com
http://www.countrycoachfriendsinternational.com
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Officer Contact List  
Our Board of Directors is ready to help you at 
any time.  

 
Fred Dent, President  

President@nwccers.org 
206-915-9638  
 

Russell Warren, Vice President  

Vicepresident@nwccers.org 

360-479-7012  

 

Wayne Gabel, Secretary 

Secretary@nwccers.org 

503- 658-4260 home 

503– 927-2921 cell 

 

Dana Suttell Treasurer  

Treasurer@nwccers.org  

360-876-1197 

  

Don Schleuse National  

FMCA Director  

Nationaldirector@nwccers.org  

949-230-0390  

 

Herb Harris Alt. National 

FMCA Director  

AltNationaldirector@nwccers.org  

360-430-3697 

  

Terry Apple* Newsletter Editor  

Newsletter@nwccers.org  

503-982-0280; Cell 619-318-0318 
  

David Roberts, Past President  

dakatsrv@gmail.com 541-550-9660  

 

Kris Casebeer*, Membership Chair  

Lee Casebeer*, Assistant Membership Chair  

Membership@nwccers.org 503-807-9936 
 
*denotes non-voting member  
 

Northwest Country Coachers Chapter of FMCA 
c/o Wayne Gabel  
22952 S.E. Bohna Park Rd 
Damascus, OR 97089 

Checkout our 

website : 

http:www. 

nwccers.org 
 

Please Join the NWCCers Yahoo Group 
The Yahoo Group is a great way to share information in a 

quick manner.  There is considerable conversation about 

parts, repairs and general items of interest.  This site is even 

more popular as we all search for answers about our Coun-

try Coach.  It’s fun, informative and free.   

Contact Lee Casebeer at Lcasebeer@gmail.com. 

President’s Corner continued….. 

We still have plenty of room if you want to join 

us.  You can register online at http://

nwccers.org/Rallies/LongBeachReg.htm or mail 

the registration form included in the Newsletter.            

   Our Calendar is beginning to fill in for next 

year.  The events that have firm reservations are 

listed on the sidebar of this Newsletter.  We are 

anticipating another ―Mardi Gras North‖ in 

February, but don’t have firm details yet.  We 

aren’t sure whether we will have another 

luncheon in Cathedral City, CA, at Outdoor 

Resorts.  This event requires that one of our 

members who is also a member of Outdoor 

Resorts step up to host the event.  We’ll let you 

know when and if planning starts for this event.  

April, August, October and November are open 

if anyone would like to suggest anything.  Our 

club seems to enjoy simple weekend events 

with just a few coaches, so don’t feel you would 

have to plan a major getaway event.  Let your 

Board know if you have a suggestion and we’ll 

work with you to set it up.  If you don’t want to 

plan the event, we will find someone to do it. 

   Your Board is working hard to keep our club 

active and operating within our dues budget.  

We welcome any and all suggestions from the 

members about anything from the Newsletter to 

club events.  This is your club and we want it to 

provide something for everyone.  If you have 

not attended a club event recently please plan to 

join us for one of our future events.  If you 

don’t see anything that fits your locale, 

schedule or interests, let us know so we can 

plan accordingly.  We hope to see you at an 

NWCCers event soon.   

   Owning an RV is as much about the journey 

as it is the destination.  Wherever your RV takes 

you, have a safe journey. 

Fred Dent, President, NorthWest Country 

Coachers, an FMCA Chapter 

mailto:dakatsrv@gmail.com
http://nwccers.org/Rallies/LongBeachReg.htm
http://nwccers.org/Rallies/LongBeachReg.htm
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Date:  September 10, 2011 

Location: Hot Lake Springs, Oregon—near La Grande, 

Oregon 

In Attendance: 

Officers:  Fred Dent, President (by Phone Connection) 

 Russ Warren, Vice-President 

 Don Schleuse, FMCA National Director 

      (by Phone Connection) 

 Dana Suttell, Treasurer 

 Terry Apple, Newsletter Editor 

       (by Phone Connection)  

 Kris Casebeer, Membership Chairperson 

 Wayne Gabel, Secretary  

      (by Phone Connection) 

 

Members:   16 NWCCers Club Coach Members—11 on 

site and 5 by phone call. 

   

The meeting was called to order by Fred Dent on a phone 

connection at 7:06 p.m. 

 

Lee Casebeer assisted as on-site secretary and took roll call 

in preparation for the club’s annual business meeting and 

officer elections.  The 11 on-site Member Coaches were 

Beck, Carrick, Suttel, Casebeer, Lowery, Detloff, Serex, 

Warren, Roberts, Robbins and Bliss.   Phone-connection 

members were Dent, Gable, Eckhart, Apple and Schleuse. 

  

Minutes from August 7, 2010, Annual Meeting were 

approved as published in the September 2010 Newsletter. 

. 

Dana Suttell gave a treasurer’s report.  After this rally, 

there is $3,647.39 in the checking account.  Wells Fargo is 

working well as the club bank.  Dana Suttell and Fred Dent 

have bank Cards and all board members can sign on the 

account, with only one signature required on checks.  The 

club’s business name has been renewed for two more years. 

 

At an August 2011 board meeting, the board members 

approved a $10 rally fee for all future rallies. 

 

Don Schleuse reported that the FMCA Director’s report 

was published in the September 2011 newsletter.  Fred and 

Don will attend the NW-Area FMCA planning meeting in 

Lacy, WA, September 21-23.  The FMCA-NW Area Rally 

will be June 21-24, 2012, at The Mill Casino in North 

Bend, Oregon. 

 

Kris Casebeer gave a membership report.  We currently 

have 69 paid members.  Membership committee is sending 

out over 100 digital newsletters to Country Coach Owners 

who could be prospective members.  We’ve added seven 

new members this year.  Name badges were sent to three 

new members this month. 

 

The Rally report for upcoming events listed in the 

Newsletter:  The Long Beach Rally is October 21-23, with 

three coaches registered.  Gabels will host a September 

2012 rally at Casey’s RV on Oregon HWY 58, a possible 

location for the 2012 officer elections seventh annual 

business meeting.  Fred requested Rally suggestions and 

more Rally Masters. 

 

Lee gave a nominating-committee report.  The officer 

nominating committee consisted of Lee Casebeer, Dick 

Eckhart and David Roberts.  The committee nominated 

Fred Dent for President, Russ Warren for Vice President 

and Dana Suttell for Treasurer.  The floor was open for 

additional nominations.  A motion was made and seconded 

to close nominations.  By affirmation, the three nominees 

were elected for a two-year term to the respective positions 

effective January 1, 2012. 

 

Old Business: 

Glenda Serex stated that Polo shirts are available with two 

different NWCCer logos. 

Dana Suttell reported that Tote Bags and Aprons are 

available with NWCCer Logos. 

Richard Beck will investigate obtaining windshield plaques 

with the NWCCer Logo and member names.   

Based on the fact that no new CCs have been built since 

2009 and some club members have downgraded to other 

coach brands, Fred suggested that board members should 

pursue the possibility of revising the Club By-Laws to 

accept non-CC owners as club members.  Also, the New 

Country Coach Friends International of FMCA (CCFI) has 

provision for non-CC owners to join as Associates. 

  

The meeting was adjourned by the president, Fred Dent, at 

7:28 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  

Lee Casebeer 
Lee Casebeer 

Acting Secretary 

NWCCer Membership Assistant 
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Northwest Country Coachers 

Andersen’s RV Park On The Ocean 

Long Beach, Washington 

October 21 through 23, 2011 
 

Reservations:  Please make your reservation through NWCC (see below) and not directly with 

Andersen’s. 

This year will not likely be a clamming event, but we’ll still have fun enjoying the Long beach 

area.  The park has a very forgiving cancellation policy as long as your cancellation is received 

seven (7) days before arrival.  This is an open event for members and friends of NWCCers.  

Spread the word and invite your RV friends too.  Your deposit includes a modest rally fee (as 

approved by the Board of Directors) and your first night park rent.  The balance of your site rental 

is payable upon check-in.  You may reserve a few additional days either before or after the 

planned club event when you make your reservation at the same rate of $27.00 plus tax per night. 

A $37.00 deposit is required to hold your reservation (first night park rent $27 plus $10 rally fee).  

Cancellations/Refunds:  Cancellations received prior to October 12 are fully refundable.  

Cancellations received after October 12 may receive partial refund up to $27 depending upon the 

refund we can negotiate from the park.  Please make reservations and reservation changes 

through NWCCers for this event. 

 

Name(s): _____________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail Address (for confirmation, so be sure this is legible!): 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: (____)______________________ 

Arrival Date: __________________________Departure Date: __________________________ 

Coach Length: _____________     No. of Slides: ______            Towing: ___ Yes ___No 

Pets (Number, type, size): ________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Member of NWCCers?  ___Yes  ___No    If no, what is your FMCA No? __________________ 

____  I am not a member of either FMCA or NWCCers (All are welcome, rates are the same for 

everyone). 

All sites are full hookup (20/30/50 Amp) with cable.  Please make your $37 deposit check 

payable to ―NorthWest Country Coachers.‖  Complete this form and mail it with your check 

(payable to ―NorthWest Country Coachers‖) (one form per coach) to: 

NWCCers 

c/o Fred Dent, President, 3218 38th Avenue West, Seattle, WA 98199 

Reservations may also be made with your credit card online at NWCCers.org.  Click on Rally 

Information, then choose Long Beach.  Questions?  E-mail to President@nwccers.org  or call 

206/915-9638. 
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Rally at Hot Lake Springs, Oregon, September 2011 

Most members started to show up at Eagles Hot Lake RV Park on Thursday. The weather 

was perfect, sunny and warm and without the pesky mosquitoes. Once everybody was 
checked in, we started to walk around and greet everybody in our party.  Then, the phone 

call came from Fred, our president. Engine problems—big time. At that time, he still hoped 
to make it to the rally on Friday, but the problem was bigger than he expected. This has 

not been Fred’s RV year at all. 

Friday was a free day. That meant the wagon masters hadn’t planned anything and so we 

all went exploring the area on our own. Some went to Josef, some went to the museum in 
Baker City, and some just stayed ―home.‖ There is always something to do when you own 

a coach. A little bit of rubbing here and there and the day is almost over. At 5.30 pm, we 
met in the clubhouse for the official meet and greet and potluck. 

Saturday turned out to be a very busy day. We all met in the gallery at Hot 
Lake Springs at 9 am for a terrific tour of the resort, museum and bronze 

foundry that casts David Manuel’s artwork. After a nice lunch, we attended 
Mike Carrick's presentation about ―Tools of Survival—The weapons of Lewis & 

Clark.‖ Mike has tremendous knowledge about Lewis and Clark and a 

wonderful collection of antique guns.  

A little bit tired, but now with time to 

waste, we drove back to the RV park and 
to prepare food for the potluck dinner. Everybody was 

so full from lunch that we postponed dinner until after 
the general club business meeting and officer 

elections. But, first, Gilstrap Winery from Cove brought 
an outstanding selection of their wines for us to taste. 

This way, the business meeting went a little bit 
―smoother‖….  Richard Beck barbequed a whole small 

halibut. With that as the main course and the many 
delicious dishes and fine wines, the potluck went well into the night. During dinner, we 

raffled off the prizes that were so generously donated by Country Coach. 

Sunday morning we were treated to Vern’s cinnamon rolls. The official time for brunch was 

9:30 am, but when Vern showed up with his cinnamon rolls at 9 am, people started to 

show up with food. After that, diesel engines started to roar and coaches pulled out 
heading in all directions. 

Thanks everybody for helping to 
make this rally a fun and memorable 

event.  

Happy Travels.   

Richard and Sibylle Beck 
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Fred and I attended the Northwest Area 
Business and Planning meeting in Lacey on 
September 20-22 at the Land Yacht Harbor 
RV Park.  It was good to see Fred out and 
about and in action. 

The Northwest Area “Cruise to Coos Bay” rally will be held at the Mill Casino in 
North Bend, OR, starting on the 20th of  June and continuing through the 23rd with 
departure on the 24th.   Andy has been working very closely with the casino and 
town merchants in order to bring something new to the Northwest Area. 

The number of  volunteers needed this year is considerably fewer due to the 
location and the services provided by the casino.  We will have campground 
shuttle service provided by the casino, thus eliminating the group that usually 
drives the trams.  Shuttle service will also be provided into the downtown area.  
The casino will likewise provide security.  We were not asked to provide any 
volunteers for seminars; however, we might be called on in the future when the 
club handling the seminars finds out how many of  their club will be there. 

There will be tours and activities available during the rally.  There will be dune 
buggy rides, tours of  Coos Bay historical and art museums, a bay tour along with a 
lighthouse and coastline tours.  For the duffers, Andy is trying to arrange a golf  
tourney at the local course at a price of  around $45.  There is also a poker run/
walk being planned with participation by the downtown Coos Bay merchants.  
Rally registration fee is $155.  Electric sites in the full hookup campground will be 
available on a first-come, first-served basis and at an additional charge. 

There will be a chapter fair where we will be setting up our picture boards in 
hopes that we can pick up a few new members, so we will need a few volunteers to 
staff  the table for a couple of  hours.  The table will have a sea/sand/cruising 
theme, so your ideas are needed.  If  you have any loose items you would like to 
turn into cash, there will be a swap meet on Saturday.  In the past, there have been 
some really good items for sale for very little money. 

Fred has reserved 20 sites at the Oceanside RV Park in Charleston, OR, for a 
pre-rally.  The dates to put on your calendar for this are June 16 arrival with a 
departure date of  June 20 to caravan to Coos Bay.  You do not have to go to the 
rally to join the fun in Charleston.  Barbara and I will be hosting, but we haven’t set 
an itinerary yet.  More info will be available as we get closer to rally dates.  And, the 
registration will be handled through the NWCC website. 

Travel safe.    Don Schleuse 
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 On the Road Again 
By Barb Lowery 
We are  taking a new route on our way to the 
Southwest this year. 

Our first stop was in Burns, Oregon. There is a nice 
campground and it has full hook-ups. I would 
recommend day-of reservations. They were quite full 
by the end of the day.  You can get fuel and groceries 
in town, too. 

Next stop, Eden, Idaho, which is a town just east of 
Twin Falls.  We stayed an extra night to go to 
Shoshone Falls. They say the falls are “The Niagara of 
the West.” It was truly beautiful. The falls drop 212’ 
into the Snake River.  Just a short distance from the 
park is Dierk Lake. People can enjoy boating and 
picnicking there. Another camper recommended the 
Shoshone Ice Caves. The Gathering Place is a great 
quilt shop in Rupert, Idaho. The campground was 
adequate. It had good-size spaces and lots of room to 
walk the dogs. Fuel was available at the interstate 
exit. 

On Friday, we traveled to Victor, Idaho. There would 
be some great places to stop in American Falls or 
Idaho Falls. They are all on the Snake River. We 
decided to go to Victor because we were too big for 
the campgrounds in Jackson, Wyoming.  One of the 
ads says “Big Rig” friendly!  Victor is 20 miles off 
Hwy. 26 up a steep, winding  hill.  The area is called 
the “Teton Valley.” It was beautiful with some fall 
colors, trees, mountains and streams.  It is definitely 
an area where people enjoy outdoor activities—
hiking, hunting, fishing, etc. Victor is a town of 800. 
The larger community is Driggs, a town of 1100. The 
main grocery store was closed on Sunday!  We made 
do. I needed post cards.  After 3 shops, I got them at 
the gas station. 

Our side trip was to Grand Teton National Park and 
Jackson Hole. You go on Hwy. 22. There are flashing 
signs all over “60,000” GVW. The road had 10-degree 
downgrade over 6 miles. The sights were spectacular 
and there were not many guard rails. There were 
more signs that said “no plows 9PM to 5AM.” It gives 
you a sense that there is a lot of snow and the road 
might be dangerous in winter. There were a lot of 
things going on in Jackson and it was a free day into 
the National Parks, so there was quite a bit of traffic.  

It was a nice drive through the park to see the Grand 
Tetons off to the West. We stopped at  Jenny Lake 
Lodge for lunch. There is a romantic story about the 
couple that originally settled the property. The lodge 
was built in 1929.  We stopped by Jenny Lake  after 
lunch. Well, Rocket hopped right out of the car and 

flew over the rock ledge to get down to the lake. It 
surprised us as well as the other visitors looking over 
the ledge.  Fortunately, Rocket landed on a path and 
continued down to the lake. A ranger was leading a 
group of Japanese tourists down to the lake. She 
came back up the hill to get Rocket’s leash. 
Fortunately, she did not give us a ticket.  It was really 
beautiful seeing the lake with the mountains in the 
background.  

On our way back to the campground, we went back 
through Jackson. It is just a big tourist town. There 
were lots of people, shops and cross-walks.  We did 
stop for groceries. It was the largest Albertsons that I 
have ever seen. (I forgot the post cards!).  

Next stop—Rawlins, Wyoming! 365 miles 
We got the coach down the hill back to the highway. It 
was an awesome sight coming down from the forest 
into the valley.  We drove on Hwy. 26 along the Snake 
River. Actually, there were quite a few camp grounds 
that would have been fine for an overnight stay.  We 
drove along the Palisades Reservoir for a long way.   
Somewhere the navigator wasn’t paying attention, 
the GPS took us on a different route than we had 
planned. I couldn’t even find the names of the towns 
on the map! After an hour or so, I finally figured out 
we were on a different route!!!  We finally got down to 
I-80.  We stayed at a KOA in Rawlins. We like KOA 
because the spaces are big and there is usually 
space to walk the dogs. Sometimes, they can play 
ball. 

Stop 4—Fountain, Colorado, 320 miles 
We have never really had Colorado as a destination. 
We decided that we could get as far as Colorado 
Springs. The traffic on I-25 is very heavy, lots of 
trucks. The road needs to be widened. There is a nice 
Welcome Center in Fort Collins. The volunteers are 
very helpful.  We went about 170 miles on I-25 and 
this was the only rest area we saw.  As we got into the 
Denver area, all of a sudden the 5 lanes of traffic 
stopped!!! We could see ahead that the police had the 
road shut down. The President was in Denver and 
perhaps that was the reason the road was closed. We 
waited for about 20 
minutes. Meanwhile, 
the cars and trucks 
were changing lanes 
trying to get off at the 
exit. We just stayed in 
our lane. As soon as the 
road opened, the rush 
was on!!! Cars and 
trucks rushing by and 
quickly changing lanes. 
My cell phone was 
ringing!! Nuts, right? 
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 Continued from previous page. . .  

On the Road Again 
By Barb Lowery 
We made it to the Colorado Springs/Fountain KOA for 
a two-night stay. We paid extra for a premium site 
with a patio!!! Oh, I was thinking that this would be as 
nice as the one in Watkins Glen, NY. It is nice, but not 
what I had in mind. There is a nice waterfall. The dogs 
cannot go swimming because the stream is a run-off. 
This is the noisiest campground we have ever been 
in. There are the I-25 noise, waterfall, train and a few 
airplanes!!! 

Today, we hope to go to an off-leash dog park, have a 
Starbucks and go to Pike’s Peak for a picnic. 
To begin our trip, we had another trip to the RV 
repairman. This time, we went to Bend Equipment 
Repair in Bend. The owner, Richard, takes pride in 
his work and worked on our coach himself. He spent 
all day Saturday to make sure we met our departure 
date. The issues included air system, tow braking 
system, tires, a leaky wheel seal (that had already 
been fixed twice this summer) and our ever-constant 

outside door latches! Our coach is running well. We 
still have a door problem, and now a cracked 
windshield. 

We are enjoying our trip.  
 
By Friday, we will be in Santa Fe for a Beaver pre-
rally for the Balloon Festival in Albuquerque. 
 
To be continued. . .  

Newsletter Editor Notes 

 

November’s newsletter:  Please have newsletter 
information to me by the last day in October.  If  
you will be late, please let me know.   
 
A member profile? 
Pictures always welcome.   
Plain text = Helpful/timesaving. 
Burning Man comments? (see next page) 
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Here’s a hot rally 
opportunity for 
next year – Looks 

like they are now 
trying to attract the up-

wardly mobile, semi-clothed 
trendy set! 

 
Burning Man Festival Attracts 
Upscale RVers’    

September 6, 2011           
by RV Business   

Oblique aerial photo of Black 

Rock City showing the familiar 

"C" or semicircle pattern, 2010.  

The giant Burning Man art festi-

val, in its official manifesto, 

calls on attendees to exhibit 

―radical self-reliance‖ as they 

camp and frolic on the dry lake-

bed near Black Rock City, Nev., 

for a week every year. 

―Radical self-reliance‖ are the 

bywords of the Burning Man art festival. But this year, some wealthy 

attendees are outsourcing the hard stuff—like driving in the RVs, the 

Wall Street Journal reported. 

Burning Man’s mantra is so compelling that some 50,000 participants 

have gathered in this rustic setting for the 25th annual rite. But some 

bourgeois Burners are calling upon more than spiritual vibes to tap their 

inner self. They’ve got hired help. 

Elon Musk, chief executive of electric-car maker Tesla Motors and co-

founder of eBay Inc.’s PayPal unit, is among those eschewing the tent 

life. He is paying for an elaborate compound consisting of eight recrea-

tional vehicles and trailers stocked with food, linens, groceries and other 

essentials for himself and his friends and family, say employees of the 

outfitter, Classic Adventures RV. 

Burning Man is like any other community, with ―a lower class, a middle 

class, an upper class,‖ says Dane Johnson, a Classic manager, standing 

outside the Musk compound. ―We cater to the upper. People with money 

do not wish to stay in a tent.‖ 

Festival celebrants bike and walk through the dusty streets of Black Rock 

City, a temporary desert community borne of a self-reliant ethos. 

Elsewhere on the desert grounds, Burners wear bikini tops, leather chaps, 

stilts, goggles—and sometimes nothing at all. They rely on canned food 

for meals, sleep in the open field under the stars and use portable toilets. 

Limbs flail at dance-till-dawn parties. People are expected to share and to 

give gifts to one another. Money is banned. Sort of. 

Classic is one of the festival’s few approved vendors. It charges $5,500 to 

$10,000 per RV for its Camp Classic Concierge packages like Musk’s. At 

Musk’s RV enclave, the help empties septic tanks, brings water and 

makes sure the vehicles’ electricity, refrigeration, air conditioning, televi-

sions, DVD players and other systems are ship shape. The staff also 

stocked the campers with Diet Coke, Gatorade and Cruzan rum. 

Anyone bring marshmallows? Just another typical Burning Man night in 

Nevada’s Black Rock Desert. 

Musk, through his assistant, confirms he hired an RV service but declines 

to give details or say how much he is paying. 

Burning Man used to be a desert tent city with a do-it-yourself ethos. But 

its growth—and the increasing wealth of many of its attendees—has seen 

an influx of cash. ―Commerce around Burning Man has evolved and it’s a 

complicated dance,‖ says Steven T. Jones, author of ―The Tribes of Burn-

ing Man.‖ 

San Francisco caterer Gastronaut is one of many marketers targeting the 

Burning haute crowd. ―People have less and less time to be radically self-

reliant,‖ says head chef Nathan Keller, whose gourmet feasts-to-go in-

clude beef bourguignon and posole. The tab: $20 to $50 per meal, which 

feeds five. 

For those who bristle at making the long pilgrimage to the desert by car, 

there is flytoburningman.com. Run by Centurion Flight Services, it picks 

up travelers in the San Francisco area and deposits them on a makeshift 

air strip here. The cost to avoid dusty roads: $825 per seat in a five-person 

Cessna, or $4,325 for the whole plane. 

Hairdressers are cashing in, too. Stylist Tiffani Harper of Vallejo, Calif., 

said three customers responded to her online braids-for-Burning Man ad. 

She charged $70 to $140. 

Even in this anything-goes atmosphere, some Burners chafe at the seem-

ing excess. Several volunteers, who said festival rules prohibited them 

from giving their names, disdain the full-service RV crowd and say that 

Black Rock Desert was chosen in part to encourage people to weather 

harsh conditions. 

―They’re not being self-reliant when they’re paying someone,‖ says Eli 

Meyer, a 36-year-old longtime Burner from North Lake Tahoe, Calif., 

who is sleeping in a tent. Meyer, who is part of a Burning Man environ-

mental group called Earth Guardians, said the RVs are also the worst way 

to attend an event that prides itself on being eco-friendly. 

Burning Man started in 1986 when founder Larry Harvey torched a 

wooden stick figure one night on a San Francisco beach before a few 

people. Four years later, the crowd grew so big that organizers moved the 

event to Nevada’s Black Rock Desert, about two hours’ drive north of 

Reno. 

The earliest event grounds resembled more of a frontier than a city, with 

campsites loosely organized. Now ―architects‖ build a circular grid for 

the temporary metropolis, dubbed Black Rock City, which also has a 

weeklong post office and de facto police force. 

The festival remains famous for elaborate art projects—performances, 

sculptures and ―mutant vehicles.‖ This year, automobiles in the form of 

cupcakes and yellow submarines roved the desert hard pan, braving the 

wind storms that force attendees to carry goggles and dust masks. 

Not all of the art adheres to the festival’s DIY philosophy. 

Chris Bently, a San Franciscan whose real-estate holdings include an 

apartment building on posh Nob Hill, this year paid a team of artists and 

metalworkers to build a car modeled after the ―Nautilus‖ submarine from 

Jules Verne’s ―Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea,‖ said two peo-

ple familiar with the project. Bently’s assistant said he was unavailable to 

comment. 

Harvey, now chairman of the organization that runs Burning Man, says he 

has no problems with participants who pay for services. One of the 10 

principles is ―radical inclusion,‖ meaning everyone is welcome to attend, 

he says. He says he is spending this week in a camper, with food cooked 

for him, because he is 63 years old and it allows him to do his job more 

easily. 

Some of Musk’s luxury-RV-dwelling camp neighbors say critics    

shouldn’t judge. Adam Stephenson, a 40-year-old marketing director for 

Symantec Corp., says that even though he is paying a premium for RV 

service, he put a lot of work into building a shade tent and buying cos-

tumes and supplies. And the RV isn’t the Ritz. ―It’s not super easy,‖ he 

says. ―The air conditioner is not on all the time.‖ 

Sidetr
acks

 from
 

Herb H
arris

 

http://www.rvbusiness.com/author/rv-business/
http://flytoburningman.com
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Les & Terry Apple 
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fast fire dept. 
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ge even 
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Microwave 

Shower and 

trees... 

Closed slide 

wall & window 

next to THE 

fridge. 
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NWCCers Directory for CC Service and Parts 
 

 The following companies have been submitted to this directory by our club members. They have been found to be 

knowledgeable and helpful about Country Coaches. Most of these companies offer services locally (unless noted otherwise) 

but in many cases have provided technical assistance over the phone. If you need service or technical assistance call one of 

these companies to get started. ** Offers NWCCer Discount  

Company Contact/NWCCers Relationship Services 

** Country Coach Corporation (2011) 
135 East First Street 

Junction City, Oregon 97448 

541-234-2167 

Jim Cooley, 
Service Manager 

 

Ask about discounts for NWCCers 

Service Center 
 

www.countrycoach.com/coach-service-

center/ 

** Guaranty RV Center 
So Hwy 99, Junction City, OR 
877/463-0067 

NWCCers exclusive sales dealer 

NWCCer $25 discount on retail 

service 

Service, Parts, Body Shop and RV 

Sales 
 www.guarantyrv.com 

Silverleaf Electronics 
2472 SW Ferry St., Albany, OR 97322.  

888/741-0259, 541/220-5494 

  Total Coach Monitoring System, 

Vehicle Monitoring System 

www.silverleafelectronics.com 

Coach Solutions 
3451 Kendra St 
Eugene, OR 97404 
541/514-9000 

Brian Van de Walker House and Chassis Electrical; Audio/

Video including RTI Remotes 
Local service and Fly-in Anywhere 

USA 

** Oregon Motorcoach Center 
29417 Airport Rd 

Eugene, OR 97402    541/762-1505 

Bob Lee, Founder of OMC and 

NWCCer Honorary Lifetime 

Member 

Present your NWCCer badge for 

discount.  You will need verification 

that your club dues are current. 

Interior restoration, modifications, 

remodel, service and parts 

 

www.oregonmotorcoach.com 

Ollie’s Fiberglass 
Lynnwood, WA 
425/776-6040 

  Fiberglass repairs 

Country Boys RV Mobile Service 
Eugene/Albany, OR area 

Doug 541/935-0848 
Andy 541/255-2169 

General Motorhome repairs - mobile 

service 

www.cbrvservices.com/ 

RV Glass Solutions 
Eugene, OR 
888/777-6778 
 

Doug Rutherford – former CC 

Service Manager 

Windshield replacement, glass and 

windows.  Many CC windshields in 

stock.  Call for a referral in your area. 

www.RVGlassExperts.com 

Specialty Crate, Inc 
Logistics Division 
41 North Danebo Ave 
Eugene, OR 97402  541/689-8840 

Randy Stout Country Coach parts – chassis, body 

and house. 

Splendide (Westland Sales) 
15650 SE 102nd Ave 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

  Washing machine repairs 

Salem Brake and Wheel Inc. 

1235 12th Street SE 

Salem, OR 97302  

503-581-3214 

 

Kevin Smith  Alignment, Wheel Balance, Chassis 

Repair, Complete Brake Service, 

Complete Service, Gas/Diesel Repair, 

and More 
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Do you have experience with anyone else who offers CC expertise and assistance that has helped you in a pinch?  Send us their 

information and we’ll add them to our list. newsletter@nwccers.org                                                                    Rev. 10/04/2011 

 

Specialty Marine and RV 
20781 Olmstead Road NE 
Aurora, OR 97002 
503/678-6595 
503/678-6501 

Tom Dinsmore 
  

Diesel powered coaches only 
Custom Accessories, Installations, 
Repairs and Services 
  

Davis Cabinets 
150 E 10th Ave 
Junction City, OR 97448 
(541)998-8778 
 

Shaun Davis Interior upgrades, cabinetry, window 

shades 

 

www.daviscabinets.com 

Amazing creations 
93150 B Prairie Rd 
Junction City, OR 
541-556-0501 

Scott Adams Custom cabinets, flooring and 

general remodeling/upgrades 

 

Amazingcreations1@yahoo.com 

Kustom Coach Works 
PO Box 395 
Halsey, OR 97348 
541-501-3371 
 

Bobby Vodden Custom audio/video installations 

 

KustomCoachWorks@yahoo.com 

Coach Masters of Bend 
29525 Brandis Ct 
Bend, OR 97701 
541-330-6863 
 

Blake Parts, Service, Repair 

 

Coachmasters@bendcable.com 

Dave Root RV Glass Repair 
Bend, Or 
541-280-3612 
 

Dave Root Reseals ,Thermo-Pane windows, all 

RV side windows 

 

www.daverootrvglassrepair.com/ 

Kevin Waite 
Junction City, OR 
541-998-8132 (home) 
541-953-6162 (CELL) 

  General coach repairs 

Kaiser Brake and Alignment 

265 Taylor St 
Eugene, OR 97402 
541-344-5887 

  Alignment, brakes, tires 

JDRV Inc 
LaPine, OR 
541-306-6473 

John Davis Service and Repairs 

Three Rivers Mobile Detailing 
Salem, 503-580-9261 

(Referred by Herbert Harris) 

 

Kael Beebe, Owner Pressure wash and hand wax coaches, 

cars and boats, Eugene OR to Longview 

WA.      3riversmobiledetailing.com 

mailto:newsletter@nwccers.org

