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EVENT CALENDAR 

All events sponsored by NWCCers 
unless noted by *  
***************************** 

2012 Calendar  

May 17-20 Hoodsport, WA. Frank and 

Dana Suttell have 15 sites saved, p.4. 

June 16–20 NWCCers Pre-Rally ~ 
Oceanside RV Park,  Charleston, OR, 
Barbara and Don Schleuse, p.11. 

*June 21-24 NW Area FMCA ~ Mill 
Casino RV Park, North Bend, OR, p.12. 

*July 13-15 Puget Sounders, an FMCA 
Chapter, Jefferson County Fairgrounds, 
Port Townsend, WA. Wagonmaster 
Gary Radecki, Ph. 253-973-9030, email 
garyradecki@gmail.com. 

*July 24-28 Country Coach Friends In-
ternational (CCFI) "Second Annual 
Friendship Rally"~ Riverbend RV Re-
sort, Harrisburg, OR . 

Aug 31-Sept 3 Labor Day on the Ocean 
~ Long Beach, WA, Fred Dent. 

Sept 19-23 Casey’s Riverfront RV Park, 
Westfir, OR ~ Wayne and Sarah Gabel, 
p.7. 

Oktoberfest ~ need Wagonmaster and 
location. 

Nov 21-25 Thanksgiving with NWCCers 
~ Portland Fairview RV Park, Fairview, 

OR, Fred Dent. 

2013 Calendar  

Feb 7-10, Mardi GrasNorth, Woodburn 
RV Park, Next to Woodburn Company 
Stores, Woodburn, OR, Les and Terry 
Apple. 

 

NWCCers at Hoodsport       May 17 - 20 
 

Our NorthWest Country Coachers gathering at 
Hoodsport is rapidly approaching.  If you are planning 

to attend, please register as soon as possible so we can 
confirm with the RV park.  You can register online with 

your credit card at http://nwccers.org/Rallies/
hoodsport_2012.htm or print out the attached 

registration and mail it to Dana Suttell. 

Currently registered: 
 Serex     Bliss 

 Suttell    Gabel 
 Dent 

This gathering at Hoodsport has been one of the club 

favorites.  We will be camped along the seawall facing 
Hoods Canal and overlooking the private oytster beds.  

For a very reasonable fee, you can gather oysters, or, if 
you prefer, buy fresh oysters from the resort store.  

The resort usually grills oysters for us at our pot luck.   

Do you have to eat, gather or buy oysters?  Of course 
not, but it is a Northwest tradition worth savoring.  

There is plenty of country charm in the area, including 
day hiking trails into the Olympic National Park, 

antiquing, motor touring, geocaching and more. 

If none of these options works for you, e-mail Dana as 
soon as possible and let her know your plans.  

Treasurer@nwccers.org. 

Are you going to buy one of Dana and 
Frank's beautiful banners for your 

coach?  If you purchase it before the 
Hoodsport gathering, you can pick it up 

there and get a pole for displaying it.  
http://nwccers.org/banners/index.htm.   

Fred Dent, President 

Volume 5, Issue 5  May 2012 

tel:253-973-9030
mailto:garyradecki@gmail.com
http://nwccers.org/banners/index.htm
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Last call for 

Hoodsport 
reservations!  If 
you are thinking about 

going to Hoodsport 
May 17–20, we need to 

know right away so 
you can get a space 

with our group.  Call 

Dana Suttell 
immediately at 360-876-1197 to make your 

reservation. 

FMCA NW Area Pre-Rally.  The FMCA 

Northwest Area Rally in Coos Bay is rapidly 
approaching, June 21–24.  Join us for our 

Pre-rally the weekend prior June 16–20 in 

nearby Charleston, Oregon.  You need to 
make separate reservations for each rally.  

You can register for either one or both 
rallies, but space is limited at both rallies, so 

make your reservation soon. You will find 
additional information about both rallies 

elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

FMCA, August 2012, we need a 
Delegate.  Neither our National Director 

nor our Alternate National Director will be 
able to attend the 2012 FMCA General 

Business Meeting in Indianapolis (August 27
–30) to represent us this year.  If you will 

be attending or will be in the area and could 

be our delegate, please let one of your 
Board Members know right away so we can 

establish your credentials to represent us.  
Our National Director will be able to give 

you guidance on the issues to be 
considered.  NWCCers also will provide a 

modest stipend for representing us. 

Chapter News.  We were featured in the 

April issue of the Country Coach Corporation 

online magazine Destinations on page 21.  
Thanks again to the Serex’s for a great 

Mardis Gras North event. 
Your Board continues making plans for 

events to fill in our calendar.  We have folks 
looking into a new July event and an 

October event.  Do you have any 

suggestions?  We’d love to hear from you. 
We hear rumors that used Country 

Coaches are beginning to sell as the 
economy improves.  That means there is a 

potential for new chapter members.  In fact, 
we have welcomed several new members in 

the last couple of months.  We are 
introducing them in this Newsletter and over 

the next few months.   
Speaking of member recruiting, we have 

a few FMCA first-year free coupons left for 
new FMCA members who join NWCCers as 

well.  If you are recruiting a new member to 
FMCA and NWCCers, let me know and I’ll 

earmark a certificate for you.  Send their 

NWCCers application with their first year 
NWCCers’ dues and application fee ($50) to 

Dana as usual, but send their FMCA 
application to me with a note that they have 

joined NWCCers (they do not need to 
include a check, first-year fees are waived).  

The member name listed on the application 
under “How did you hear about FMCA?” 

must be an NWCCers’ member.  I’ll attach a 
coupon that waives the FMCA new member 

fee and FMCA first-year dues ($50 savings) 
and forward the application to FMCA. 

Spring is definitely upon us (allergies 

and all).  As I look out my windshield on a 
sunny Sunday afternoon, I’m watching 

ducks with their ducklings and Canadian 
Geese nesting on the island in the lake.  

Trees are blossoming and the daffodils are 
in full bloom.  That means it’s time to Spring 

clean my coach inside and out this week to 

get ready for Hoodsport. 

I hope this Newsletter finds all of you 

well and ready to enjoy your Country Coach 
this season.  As always, drive safely so we 

can look forward to seeing you at a chapter 

event soon! 
 

Fred Dent, President 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0010m4S9IXcAOlbmG4uSk14ep1tK0JE4kZTOGiWYpZsj2EEj-BtTTtdzflspATlTguggnbTYYplrt95IBhOmThp3msPdwwGKzwSDtja1ZTvu1Qihy1gvzVq1Bj0QRkUR2pVUEhTO-FaCH89rmUy-GNbKOJ-SFDFI2GHiTXMxYyD3gQBMu32VKH5QwQaxMmpO6MIXLozhM5wkViVgvIlXPkcgu5wlKIM0Byw_4vH
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MICHELIN TIRE RECALL 
 

Michelin NHTSA Campaign ID Number: 
12T009 

Synopsis: 
Michelin North America, Inc. (Michelin), is 

recalling certain Michelin XZU3 LRJ, 
size 305/85R22.5, and Michelin XZU2 LRJ, 

size 12R22.5, tires produced between 

October 23, 2005, and September 3, 2011; 
and Michelin XM505 LRJ, size 305/85R22.5, 

tires produced between April 18, 2010, and 
May 8, 2010, and January 23, 2011, and 

February 12, 2011.  

These tires have a casing that may 

experience a loss of integrity and, in some 
cases, have rapid air loss.  Rapid air loss of 

the tire while the vehicle is in use, could 
result in a vehicle crash.  Michelin will 

provide information to customers on how to 
obtain replacement tires.  The safety recall is 

expected to begin on or about April 30, 
2012.   

For more information for this particular 

recall, please go to 12T009. 
Thank you, 

Recalls Subscription Team 
Office of Defects Investigation (ODI) 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) 

U.S. Department of Transportion (DOT) 

Officer Contact List  
Our Board of Directors is ready to help you at 
any time.  

 
Fred Dent, President  

President@nwccers.org 
206-915-9638  

Russell Warren, Vice President  

Vicepresident@nwccers.org 

360-479-7012  

Wayne Gabel, Secretary 

Secretary@nwccers.org 

503- 658-4260 home 

503– 927-2921 cell 

Dana Suttell Treasurer  

Treasurer@nwccers.org  

360-876-1197 

Don Schleuse National  

FMCA Director  

Nationaldirector@nwccers.org  

949-230-0390  

Herb Harris Alt. National 

FMCA Director  

AltNationaldirector@nwccers.org  

360-430-3697 

Terry Apple* Newsletter Editor  

Newsletter@nwccers.org  

503-982-0280; Cell 619-318-0318 
  

David Roberts, Past President  

dakatsrv@gmail.com 541-550-9660  

Kris Casebeer*, Membership Chair  

Lee Casebeer*, Assistant Membership Chair  

Membership@nwccers.org 503-807-9936 
 
*denotes non-voting member  
 

Country Coach Destinations Magazine  

http://destinations.countrycoach.com  
 

Northwest Country Coachers Chapter of FMCA 
c/o Wayne Gabel  
22952 S.E. Bohna Park Rd 
Damascus, OR 97089 

Please Join the NWCCers Yahoo Group 

The Yahoo Group is a great way to share information in a 

quick manner.  There is considerable conversation about 

parts, repairs and general items of interest.  This site is even 

more popular as we all search for answers about our Country 

Coach.  It’s fun, informative and free.   

Contact Lee Casebeer at Lcasebeer@gmail.com. 

Checkout our 

website : 

http:www. 

nwccers.org 

  

 

 

 

FMCA has a Red Light Forum?   

Check out http://
community.fmca.com/topic/3995-red-

light-cameras/ 
 

And that Garmen GPS units can alert 
you to red light cameras?   

Take a Look-See:  http://

www.poifactory.com 

mailto:dakatsrv@gmail.com
http://destinations.countrycoach.com
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Come join us at 
Hoodsport, WA 
May 18th- 20th 

 
It's time again for our relaxed weekend in 
Hoodsport Washington at the Rest A While RV 
Resort on the Hood Canal.   We have reserved 15 
sites on the waterfront and the private (cozy) club 
house for our use.  Once again, the park is hosting 
the grilled oyster hour if we have enough coaches 
attending.   

This area is wonderful to visit.  On a nice day, you 
can enjoy the beaches, lakes and National Park in 

the area.  Port Townsend and Port Angeles are also a nice drive.  There is a lot of fun Geo Caching in the 
area and the small town of Hoodsport has fun shops to see.  We always seem to relax and have a fun time 
at this one.   

This park does not require us to pre pay for our sites.  We will need the $10.00 rally fee, but you will pay 
for your site when you check into the park.  They are normally available for extra days—just let me know 
when you want to come in and leave and I will let the park know.   

They have changed the pricing policy this year based on the number of reservations for the chapter.  The 
maximum rate is $38.00 plus tax minus Good Sam discount.  They accept credit cards, but offer a discount 
for Cash or Check.  If we have enough coaches registered for a discount, I will let you know what to expect 
before you arrive.  All sites are Full Hook up with 30-amp service.  A few 50-amp sites are available on a 
first-come basis.  There are motel rooms available not far from this park if some of our non-camping 
members are interested.   

We normally have a Friday and Saturday food fest in our club house as well as a breakfast on Sunday 
before we leave.  I will finalize plans closer to the weekend. 

The rally fee and deposit to hold your reservation is $10 (refundable for cancellation made 14 days prior 
to reserved arrival date).  NWCCers will book your reservation for you and make any changes for you if 
your plans change.  Please do not make reservations directly with the RV Park.  You will pay your camping 
fees to Rest-a-While at check in. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Names_______________________________________________________________________ 

email________________________________________________________________________ 

Date In________________Date Out__________________________ 

Make your $10.00 Rally Fee/Deposit check payable to NorthWest Country Coachers and mail it 
with this form to: 

Dana Suttell, Treasurer 
Northwest Country Coachers 
1894 SE Sedgewick RD    360-876-1197  
Suite 104 PMB #32 
Port Orchard, WA 98366 

You may also register online with your credit card at http://nwccers.org/rallies.htm 

http://nwccers.org/rallies.htm
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NorthWest Country Coachers 

Member Banner 
 

Frank and Dana Suttell 
 

Frank and Dana’s                                                                                                                                                          Member Banners $35 
Original Banner  
 

 

Dana and I have made a banner displaying the club name and CC logo for our personal use.  The banner was displayed at Long 
Beach and Mardi Gras North in Fairview OR.  Members in attendance asked about getting one made for them as well.  We have 
modified the design slightly to make it possible to produce banners for individual members at a reasonable cost.  The member 
design has been approved by NWCCers Board of Directors for sale to the members of NWCCers.  The NWCCers Board also 
purchased a duplicate of our original design for club use with silk-screened logos instead of the sewn appliques used in our 
original design. 
 
The member banner will be hand made my Dana and me.  The color panel arrangement will be the same on all banners, but the 
red, blue and green colors will be in different positions on each banner with the CC logo and NWCCers logo silk-screened onto the 
white panels in a weather-resistant process similar to those shown in the pictures above right (the color order is random, you will 
not have a choice of color order).  The banner will be 8' by 2' hand delivered with a two-part banner pole (PVC pipe) and stake 
(1/2 inch rebar) so it can be displayed, all in its own storage bag.  Setup takes just a minute or two to drive the stake into the 
ground with a hammer.  Total storage length is about 5’.  We cannot ship the banners with a pole, however.  If you cannot pick up 
your banner at a chapter rally and want it mailed to you, the price will remain the same, but it will not come with a pole or stake.  
The price will remain the same to cover shipping and handling and will come with very simple instruction on how to make a pole 
to display your banner.  Commercial poles are also available from a variety of sources. 
 
This will be a limited run of 12 banners.  Once these are gone, Dana and I will assess whether we want to offer more in the future.  
We will hand deliver banners, poles and stakes at the Hoodsport Rally and the rest at the FMCA NW Area Pre-Rally event in June.  
The banners are priced at $35 each, which covers the material costs and includes a PVC pole and stake.  Banners shipped to you 
will not include a pole or stake. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Order Form (one banner per order form) 
 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Email address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address (for order confirmation): ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                                  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                                 City: ___________________________________________________ State:______________ Zip:_____________ 
____ I will pick up my banner at Hoodsport 
____ I will pick up my banner at NW Area Pre Rally 
____ I cannot attend either rally. Please mail my banner to me at the above shipping address. I understand that this option is the 
same price and does not include a display pole or stake. Banners will be sent via US Mail. 
 
Send your $35 check or money order made out to NorthWest Country Coachers with this order form to: 

 Dana Suttell, NWCC Treasurer 
1894 SE Sedgwick Rd, STE 104, PMB 32 
Port Orchard, WA 98366 

 
Or, you may order online with your credit card at http://nwccers.org/banner 

http://nwccers.org/banner
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Welcome to the following new members of our Club: 

 

John and Cathy Lamb are from Folsom, California, 
east of Sacramento.  They spend lots of time in the 
Northwest and were referred to the club by Fred 
Dent.  They have a 2006, 42 ft. Intrigue.  John and 
Cathy also are new to FMCA. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jim and Joyce Nichols are from Stanwood, 
Washington, and travel in their 2006, 42 ft. 
Allure with their two Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels,  J.J & Eddie.  The Nichols have many 
hobbies, including Golf, Hiking & Bicycling. 

 

Rich and Becky Wageman enjoy 
traveling in their 1998, 40 ft. Affinity 
& like Hiking, Biking & Golf.  The 
Wagemans are from Ferndale, 
Washington, and were referred to the 
club by Dennis and Jean McCarthy. 

 

Ruth and Al Sorensen call Bothell, Washington, home.  

They enjoy traveling with their cat, Sox, in 

their 2006, 40 ft. Inspire.  They list 

Bridge, Golf and Hiking as their favorite 

activities. 
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Now that it’s Spring, you’re probably starting to 

plan your adventures for the coming RV season.  

We hope you’ll include the Sept. 19–23 rally at 

Casey’s Riverside RV Park in Westfir, Oregon.  

Casey’s is located about 40 miles southeast of 

Eugene, Oregon, on Highway 58.  It is on the 

banks of the beautiful north fork of the 

Willamette River.  We have reserved 15 pull-

through sites on the waterfront…first come, first 

served.  There are additional sites available that 

are not on the waterfront, but nearby.  The sites 

reserved for our group are facing directly toward 

the river..   

We have stayed at the park 

several times and it is so 

relaxing to enjoy the sound 

of the river running just 

150’ or so past the front of 

your coach.  It is a very 

restful setting.  We’ve seen 

kayakers and drift boats 

going down river.  The 

grounds are beautifully 

maintained and there’s a 

great clubhouse for our use, 

which has a large fireplace, 

large screen TV, fully-

equipped kitchen, and lots 

of games and puzzles for 

our enjoyment.  There is 

also a covered open-air pavilion with picnic 

tables and propane heaters, and a soft ice cream 

machine (only $1 for a cone or dish).   

Nearby are waterfalls, covered bridges, hiking 

and biking trails, beautiful Odell Lake, a fish 

hatchery, and just 31 miles away is a ski lift at 

Willamette Pass.  During the non-ski season, 

gondolas are used for rides to the top where there 

is a spectacular view.  Geocachers can seek out 

several caches hidden in the Westfir/Oakridge 

area.  Or, just pull out a lawn chair and watch 

and listen to the beautiful Willamette River rush 

by.   

This will be a relaxing rally and will NOT be 

filled with scheduled activities, but, rather, will 

be a chance to get together in a beautiful setting 

and enjoy each other’s company. 

One evening, we will have a potluck dinner and 

gather in the clubhouse or the pavilion for 

“happy hour” with light snacks each late 

afternoon.  The Wagon Masters will do a biscuits 

and gravy breakfast on Saturday.  September is 

always a beautiful month in the Pacific 

Northwest and we hope you’ll make your plans 

to join us.   

The nightly rate is $37.28, 

including tax, but if you 

want to stay longer, the 

weekly rate is $234.35, 

including tax.  When you 

call Casey’s at (541) 782-

1906 to make your 

reservation, tell them you 

are with the NW Country 

Coach group and provide 

a credit card and a $35 

deposit to hold your 

reservation.  There will be 

a $10 rally fee per coach. 

For the Wagon Masters to 

get an idea of how many 

are considering attending, 

please e-mail us at wasgood@frontier.com if this 

is a candidate for your fall calendar.  Hurry and 

make that call to Casey’s so you can be assured 

of having a riverfront site.  Look for the 

registration form in an upcoming NWCC 

Newsletter.   

Wayne & Sarah Gabel, Wagon Masters 
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NorthWest Country 
Coachers ask … 
 
Why do we have to register for 

NWCCers events through NWCCers? 
 

First and foremost, it is just plain polite to 
let your host (Wagon Master) know that you 

are accepting their invitation to come to 
their hosted event. This courtesy allows the 

Wagon Master to plan an enjoyable event 
that often requires shopping for supplies in 

advance, making reservations or purchasing 
event tickets. Think of it as a formal RSVP. 

Your registration also helps us coordinate 

with the RV park to assure that you have a 
space waiting for you and so we can park 

together to the extent possible.  RV parks 
often give discounts that we can pass to 

you for our club events when we handle the 

reservations for them and guarantee a 
minimum number of coaches for the event. 

Discounts depend upon the RV park and can 
be direct to you as a discounted camping 

rate and/or to the club as free services so 

we don’t have to add to the rally fee—such 
services might include free use of the 

clubhouse or free parking for the Wagon 
Master.  So, discounts help to keep our 

events affordable, and we get discounts by 
handling the reservations and guaranteeing 

the reservations in advance because you 
register through NWCCers.   

In addition, by registering through 

NWCCers, your chapter assumes the 
financial risk for the event (bad checks, 

last-minute cancellations, etc.) so the 
Wagon Master doesn’t have to be at risk. 

We offer a variety of ways to register, 

including by mail with a personal check or 
online with a credit card.  You can also mail 

in a registration and request an electronic 
invoice to pay by credit card. 

 

Why do I have to pay a minimum $10 

rally fee when I’m already a member of 
NWCCers? 

 
The minimum $10 per coach rally fee was 

initiated by the Board of Directors in 2010 
to help offset direct costs for each event.  

The club pays for things like paper plates, 
coffee, tea, condiments, copies, registration 

packets with event information and other 
incidentals associated with the event.  At 

their discretion, Wagon Masters may add to 
the registration such things as main course 

entrees, catered meals, wine tastings, etc.   

We encourage Wagon Masters to keep the 
events as affordable as possible.  Extra 

events like wine tasting tours, dinning out 
at a restaurant, tickets for events like 

movies, plays or other events, we suggest 
be made available as options.  Part of your 

dues also supports club events, helping to 

keep events affordable.   

The chapter pays the camping fee for the 

Wagon Master as a thank you for hosting 
the event (unless the park offers free 

Wagon Master parking). The club offers a 

minimum budget of $50 for a weekend 
event plus $25 per additional day up to 

$100 to the Wagon Master to spend on the 
event in addition to the rally fee.  Anything 

over $100 requires Board approval.   

The chapter also assumes the financial risks 
associated with the event, which protects 

the Wagon Master. 

These policies permit your chapter to plan 

events 10 months/year with no risk to the 

member who steps up to be a Wagon 
Master.  Now, all we need to continue 

providing these events to the members are 
folks willing to step up and 

host an event.  It’s fun to be 
a Wagon Master and a great 

way to meet the members.  

Fred Dent, President 
President@nwccers.org 
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NORTHWEST COUNTRY COACHERS KITCHEN 

By Angela Carmen 

iamcnusa@gmail.com 

Living full-time on our coach provides so many wonderful opportunities to take advantage 
of local Farmer’s Markets and U-Pick farms across the country.  Not only do we enjoy 

cooking with, and trying out, a variety of new produce and fruits, we love to preserve the 
flavor and tastes to savor later down the road. 

One such U-Pick adventure occurred two weeks ago when our good friend Candy Cross-

Lyman (some other brand) joined Jim and me for an early morning picking of fresh 
artichokes north of Yuma.  Candy, Jim and I spent less than 30 minutes in the fields filling 

three large bags with about 300 artichokes.  We focused on picking small baby chokes for 
canning and selected mid and large chokes for steaming.  As a side note, we are eating 

our last two large artichokes this evening for dinner. 

Canning and food preservation are something I have loved since I was a child learning how 
to make jam with my Grandmother.  My Mom taught me how to pickle just about anything 

that came from our gardens.  It just seems natural to continue canning on our trips even 
though my large kettle canner is in storage.  I have been able to ‘make do’ by doing small-

batch processing in my large pasta pot when we are on the road.  Recently, we purchased 
a 21.5 quart All-American canner perfect for doing large-batch processing outside on the 

patio of our casita in Yuma. 

Once we got back to the coach, Candy and I got busy cleaning the artichokes while Jim set 
up the large canner on the patio and got the water heating for the processing of the jars.  

A large kettle was set up in the coach to make the brine.  Sterilized jars were stuffed with 
prepared baby chokes, garlic, dried red chili, canning salt and either dried oregano or 

basil.  The hot brine was ladled over the chokes, caps on, lids tightened and into the 
canner the batches went for processing.  Jim was the official timer for each of the batches 

so Candy and I could continue the process of prep, stuff, ladle, lid, ring…woof! 

Thirty-four jars later and the sound of ping, ping, ping, we three enjoyed a well-earned 
glass of wine to celebrate!  The recipe I use is a variation of one printed in the New York 

Times and I will be very happy to share it with anyone interested in canning pickled 
artichokes.  The key ingredient is fresh, fresh, fresh artichokes and canning the same day 

you pick them to be rewarded with the best color and flavor to savor later. 

Note:  ‘From the Farm’ is owned my Sally Nakasawa and is located on Highway 95 

near milepost 38.  If you have traveled north on the 95, you might have noticed the 

large red barn facility with attached 

taco stand and outside dining. The 

fields in front of ‘From the Farm’ are 

just a portion of the acreage owned by 

Nakasawa.  Seasonal produce and 

fresh and dried flowers are available to 

be U-picked, or cut by the friendly field 

staff.  The Yuma Sun recently featured 

‘From the Farm’ and Sally (http://

www.yumasun.com/articles/flowers-

78364-flower-farm.html). 
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Interesting article here, summer visitors are declining in Alaska, particularly 

for visitors in coaches, but winter visitors are increasing?  Herb 

 

 Report:  Alaska Deals With Decline in RV Tourism 

 March 26, 2012, by RV Business    

Sidetr
acks fro

m 

Herb H
arris

 

The once-common sight of a meandering, RV-driving 

summer tourist is becoming more of a rarity in Alaska, 

according to a new survey of visitors. 

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner reported that the survey, 

dubbed the Alaska Visitor Statistics Program, is 

commissioned by the Alaska Department of 

Commerce every five years. The 2011 survey was 

released last week. 

Border crossings at the Top of the World Highway, the 

Alaska Highway and the Haines Highway slipped a 

combined 26% from 2006 to 2011, according to the 

comprehensive study.  The only border crossing to 

challenge the trend was the Klondike Highway 

between Skagway and Whitehorse, which saw a 17% 

bump in traffic. 

Of an estimated 1.56 million out-of-state visitors, only 

69,300 were highway and ferry visitors—a dip of 18% 

since 2006.  Overall, the money they spent fell from 

$111 million to $71 million between 2006 and 2011, 

according to the study. 

Heather Haugland, who is the project manager of the 

survey conducted by the McDowell Group, said the 

drop in road traffic disproportionately affects 

communities in the Interior, which rely more on 

highway visitors. 

“Certainly, Fairbanks has been a victim of that (shift),” 

Haugland said. 

Rising gas prices are part of the reason for the dip in 

road travelers, tourism officials say, but time also 

appears to be an issue.  Even among retirees, fewer 

people have a month to spend on a leisurely drive to 

Alaska and back. 

“Americans have a time deficit, even retirees,” said 

Deb Hickok, executive director of the Fairbanks 

Convention and Visitors Bureau. “The reality is, the 

consumer is changing.” 

Scott Reisland, the owner of Denali Grizzly Bear 

Resort, said he’s seen the effects of those changes on 

his business, and that it stretches back much longer 

than 2006. 

RV traffic has plummeted so much in the past decade 

that he closed down a 98-space park near Denali 

National Park at the end of last summer. Only a 

second RV park he owns, with just 24 spaces, will 

reopen. 

“There’s a lack of long-term time to go on a vacation 

in Alaska,” he said. “It’s a long-haul destination, and 

people are staying closer to home.” 

What does Hickok make of the bigger picture?  It’s 

hard to say, she admits. 

Since the number of visitors peaked in 2006, the 

industry has gone through unprecedented times. The 

global recession saw Alaska visitor numbers plummet 

in 2009, and those numbers have only gradually 

recovered. 

Since visitors to Alaska peaked at about 1.7 million in 

both 2007 and 2008, they’ve slipped down to about 

1.56 million in 2011. Those declines have stopped for 

the first time since the recession, however, with a 

1.6% increase last summer from 2010. 

Hickok said she’s eager to see what an upcoming 

report on winter tourism reveals.  Although the four-

month summer visitor season brings about 70% of 

visitors to the state, there are indications that Alaska is 

making big gains as a winter destination. 

“For winter, we’ve seen steady growth even through 

this recession—that’s our sense of it,” Hickok said. 

http://www.rvbusiness.com/author/rv-business/
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Oceanside RV Park 
http://www.oceansidervpark.net 

90281 Cape Arago Hwy 

Charleston, OR  97420 

541-888-2598 

June 16- 20, 2012 

 

Hosts:  Don & Barbara Schleuse                               Co-Hosts:  Lee & Kris Casebeer 
 

Charleston, Oregon, is just south of Coos Bay and our park sits right on the beach.  They provide 

crab traps and a crab cleaning area.  At low tide, clamming is available.  All that is needed to 

participate in these activities is an Oregon shellfish license.  We will use the games Fred bought 

on Sunday afternoon if the weather cooperates, so come prepared to laugh.  Sunday dinner we 

plan to dine at Fisherman’s Grotto, known for its excellent clam chowder.  WIFI is available 

throughout the park.  Please join us as we enjoy the beautiful Pacific shores of Oregon.   

 

Reservations: The cost per night is $35. Please complete the registration form below and submit 

it to our treasurer Dana Suttell.  Registration is also available on our website NWCCers.org.  

Click on Rally information, then choose FMCA Pre-Rally.  If you want to arrive early, contact 

the park directly and tell them you are with NWCC.  We have only 20 sites, so make your reser-

vation early.   

 

Cancellation Policy:  Must call Don at 949-230-0390 by 6/9/12 for full refund. 

 

               ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Reservation for  FMCA PreRally in Charleston, OR 

 

Pilot___________________________________CoPilot________________________________ 

 

Telephone_______________________________Coach Length__________________ 

 

Number of people attending restaurant dinner (approx. $25pp)   _______ 

  

Deposit:  $45 ($35 first night site fee + $10 rally fee)  

Make check payable to NorthWest Country Coachers.  Send form and check to:  Dana Suttell, 

1894 SE Sedgwick Road, Ste 104, PMB 32, Port Orchard, WA 98366. 

 

http://www.oceansidervpark.net/
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NWCCers Directory for CC Service and Parts 
 

 The following companies have been submitted to this directory by our club members. They have been found to be 

knowledgeable and helpful about Country Coaches. Most of these companies offer services locally (unless noted otherwise) 

but in many cases have provided technical assistance over the phone. If you need service or technical assistance call one of 

these companies to get started. ** Offers NWCCer Discount  

Company Contact/NWCCers Relationship Services 

** Country Coach Corporation (2011) 
135 East First Street 

Junction City, Oregon 97448 

541-234-2167 

 

Doug Beaudry, Service Manager 

Ask about service discounts for 

NWCCers 

Service Center 
www.countrycoach.com/coach-service-

center/ 
 CC Apparel:  http://

countrycoachwearables.promoshop.com/  

** Guaranty RV Center 
So Hwy 99, Junction City, OR 
877/463-0067 

NWCCers exclusive sales dealer 

NWCCer $25 discount on retail 

service 

Service, Parts, Body Shop and RV 

Sales 
 www.guarantyrv.com 

Silverleaf Electronics 
2472 SW Ferry St., Albany, OR 97322.  

888/741-0259, 541/220-5494 

  Total Coach Monitoring System, 

Vehicle Monitoring System 

www.silverleafelectronics.com 

Coach Solutions 
3451 Kendra St 
Eugene, OR 97404 
541/514-9000 

Brian Van de Walker House and Chassis Electrical; Audio/

Video including RTI Remotes 
Local service and Fly-in Anywhere 

USA 

** Oregon Motorcoach Center 
29417 Airport Rd 

Eugene, OR 97402    541/762-1505 

 

Effective 01/03/2012:  Current 

NWCCers Badge gets 10% discount 

on Parts.* 

Bob Lee, Founder of OMC and 

NWCCer Honorary Lifetime 

Member 

*Present your NWCCer badge for 

discount.  You will need verification 

that your club dues are current. 

Interior restoration, modifications, 

remodel, service and parts 

Fax: 541/762-1509 

 

www.oregonmotorcoachcenter.com 

Ollie’s Fiberglass 
Lynnwood, WA 
425/776-6040 

  Fiberglass repairs 

Country Boys RV Mobile Service 
Eugene/Albany, OR area 

Doug 541/935-0848 
Andy 541/255-2169 

General Motorhome repairs - mobile 

service      www.cbrvservices.com/ 

RV Glass Solutions 
Eugene, OR 
888/777-6778 
 

Doug Rutherford – former CC 

Service Manager 

Windshield replacement, glass and 

windows.  Many CC windshields in 

stock.  Call for a referral in your area. 

www.RVGlassExperts.com 

Specialty Crate, Inc 
Logistics Division 
41 North Danebo Ave 
Eugene, OR 97402  541/689-8840 

Randy Stout Country Coach parts – chassis, body 

and house. 

Splendide (Westland Sales) 
15650 SE 102nd Ave 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

  Washing machine repairs 

Salem Brake and Wheel Inc. 

1235 12th Street SE 

Salem, OR 97302  

503-581-3214 

 

Kevin Smith  Alignment, Wheel Balance, Chassis 

Repair, Complete Brake Service, 

Complete Service, Gas/Diesel Repair, 

and More 

http://countrycoachwearables.promoshop.com/
http://countrycoachwearables.promoshop.com/
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Do you have experience with anyone else who offers CC expertise and assistance that has helped you in a 

pinch?  Send us their information and we’ll add them to our list. newsletter@nwccers.org                                                                    

Rev. 05/06/2012 

 

Specialty Marine and RV 
20781 Olmstead Road NE 

Aurora, OR 97002 

503/678-6595    503/678-6501 

Tom Dinsmore 

  

Diesel powered coaches only 

Custom Accessories, Installations, 

Repairs and Services 

  

Davis Cabinets 
150 E 10th Ave 
Junction City, OR 97448 
(541)998-8778 
 

Shaun Davis Interior upgrades, cabinetry, window 

shades 

 

www.daviscabinets.com 

Amazing Creations 
93150 B Prairie Rd 
Junction City, OR 
541-556-0501 

Scott Adams Custom cabinets, flooring and general 

remodeling/upgrades 

 

Amazingcreations1@yahoo.com 

Kustom Coach Works 
PO Box 395 
Halsey, OR 97348 
541-501-3371 
 

Bobby Vodden Custom audio/video installations 

 

KustomCoachWorks@yahoo.com 

Coach Masters of Bend 
29525 Brandis Ct 
Bend, OR 97701 
541-330-6863 
 

Blake Parts, Service, Repair 

 

Coachmasters@bendcable.com 

Dave Root RV Glass Repair 
Bend, Or 
541-280-3612 

Dave Root Reseals ,Thermo-Pane windows, all 

RV side windows 

www.daverootrvglassrepair.com/ 

Kevin Waite 
K&M Mobile R.V. Repair LLC 

95430 Noraton Rd. 

Junction City, OR 97448 

541-953-6162 (Cell) 

 

Kevin Waite (Former Country 

Coach Service Tech. & Owner) 

Mobile Repairs 

Technical Support 

Country Coach Parts 

kvn.wt.7629@gmail.com 

Kaiser Brake and Alignment 

265 Taylor St 
Eugene, OR 97402  541-344-5887 

  Alignment, brakes, tires 

JDRV Inc 
LaPine, OR  541-306-6473 

John Davis Service and Repairs 

Three Rivers Mobile Detailing 

Salem, 503-580-9261 

 
 

Kael Beebe, Owner 

(Referred by Herbert Harris) 

Pressure wash and hand wax coaches, 

cars and boats, Eugene OR to 

Longview WA.      

3riversmobiledetailing.com 

Premier RV Services 
Sales - Service - Storage 

325 E First Ave, Junction City, OR 97448 

Office: 541-998-2640 

Gary 541-554-3997 

(Referred by: Brian & Kay Case 

Bend, OR)  

premierrvstorage@gmail.com 

 

mailto:newsletter@nwccers.org
tel:541-953-6162
mailto:kvn.wt.7629@gmail.com
tel:541-998-2640
mailto:premierrvstorage@gmail.com

